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EXT. MOUNTAIN TOP. EARLY MORNI NG
BEAUTI FUL MOUNTAI N TOP VI STA.

A breathless, wonder filled voice.
SUNRI SE.

JACK O S.
There's no such thing, you know, as an
unscat hed life.
(breat hi ng)
W all die...

CUT BETWEEN GOPRO " SELFI E" AND TRADI TI ONAL FOOTAGE.
JACK KEATI NG (36) FILMS H MSELF AS HE CLI MBS A MOUNTAI N.

Jack has a "mountain man" | ook and a sense of adventure
shines in his eyes. He is clinbing the last few feet of a
steep incline, using his hands to pull hinself up and over
the the ridge as the first rays of the early norning sun and
| ooks directly to canera.

JACK CONT' D
Al in, Jackie, live every day like
it's your first... and |ast.

(Looks to sonmeone off canera)
My nomused to say that to ne every
nmor ni ng before school .

Jack stands and takes the |ast few steps onto the sunmt to
reveal the astounding panorama fromthe top of the nountain.

MADDY O S.
Jacki e?

Jack laughs. He turns with the GoPro and filnms two of his
ki ds who have been follow ng behind him

MADDY (15) is strong and beautiful, ERIC (12) is awkward, but
carries hinself with a sense of surety, he's enjoying the
hi ke.

ERI C
Dad, | ook!

JACK
Br eat ht aki ng.

Jack stares into the sunrise. Maddy and Eric are breathl ess
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as they turn to the vista. Whnder is in every eye.

MADDY
WO w.

Jack puts his arm around his daughter
JACK
The pain of that 4AM alarmis paying
of f...

Maddy rolls her eyes lovingly as she leans into him

JACK CONT' D
(1 ooks down at Maddy)
Ri ght ?
MADDY

(sm |ing/ genui ne)
It's perfect.

Jack kisses her on the forehead and turns to Eric who i s
| ooking in awe at the sunrise over the hills.

ASTRI D O S.
Can we get waffles now?

Jack laughs as his daughter ASTRID (7), and his wife, EMLY
(38), arrive at the top. Jack kneels beside Astrid, pointing
out the sunrise.

JACK
(ent husi asti c)
What do you think?

ASTRI D
It's pretty.

The whole fam |y watches for a nonent.

ASTRI D CONT' D
Daddy?

JACK
(still |ooking at sunrise)
Hm?

Astrid gently takes Jacks face in her hand and turns it
toward him
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ASTRI D
Mom said | can have Strawberry syrup
on ny waffl es!

Jack smles and | ooks up to Emly.

EM LY
(breathl ess)
Guess what we have been tal ki ng about
for the last two m|es.
(w de eyes)
| may have used bri bery.

Maddy turns to | eave.

MADDY
I"'mwith Astrid. Waffles are calling.

Astrid turns to follow as everyone joins in.

JACK
Wait? We just got here!

ERI C
Yeah, let's go just a little further.

EM LY
(grins at Eric)
W already went a "just alittle
further” half an hour ago.

Em | wal ks to stand next to Jack and puts her arm around him
She | ooks out over the sunri se.

EM LY CONT' D
(breaths in)
St unni ng.

Then Emly turns and follows the girls, hollering over her
shoul der.

EM LY CONT' D ( CONT' D)
Come on Jackie, we need waffl es!

ASTRI D
Wth strawberry syrup
JACK
(to Eric)

Looks |i ke we're outvoted, bud.
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Jack turns the camera on hinsel f.

JACK (ON VIDEO) CONT' D

| encourage you to choose adventure
today. Even if is scares you a little.
Especially if it scares you a little.
You won't regret it.

(calls to Emly)
And only ny nother called ne,
"Jackie."

That | ast statenent is said loudly - for Emly.

ASTRI D O S.
Waffl es, Jackie! Let's go!

Jack can't help but grin.

JACK
Ri ght. Upl oadi ng vi deo now.

Jack turns canera to hinself.

JACK (ON VIDEO) CONT' D
(into canera)
And then, Waffles.

Canmera cuts.
| NT. WAFFLE HOUSE. CI TY. MORN NG

OPEN ON A PHONE - THE LAST FRAMES FROM JACK' S VI DEO FADE TO
BLACK AS I'T ENDS. THE PHONE RESTS ON A TABLE NEXT TO A PLATE
OF HARDLY EATEN SOGGY WAFFLES.

EVA (34) sits at a window seat in a nostly enpty Waffle
House. She wears a suit that's stylish - somewhat hipster
Next to Eva is a well-worn journal - every inch covered in
witing - including the margins. She is hunched over the

not ebook, witing in tiny letters in the only free space |eft
on the page. The sky outside boasts thick clouds that hang

| ow.

QUTSI DE THE W NDOW A SWV CRASHES, FLIPPI NG MJLTI PLE TI MES
BEFORE LANDI NG I N AN EXPLOSI ON OF FLAMES. | T IS LOUD AND
VI OLENT AND RATTLES THE W NDOWS AND TABLE.

Eva | ooks up from her journal and out the wi ndow for a

nonent. She glances at the flam ng bus but it doesn't hold
her interest. She resunmes her writing.
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CLOSE- UP OF THE JOURNAL SHOWS THE WORDS " THE DREAD' BEI NG
SCRAWLED AS WELL AS WORDS LIKE "I'T RETURNS," "HOW TO FI GHT
THE DARKNESS?" "THE END OF THE HEROCES OF THE AGES!" AND THE
WORD " STORYLAND' HAS BEEN CROSSED THROUGH MULTI PLE TI MES

CUT TO A WDE OF EVA WTH THE FULL DI NNER BEH ND HER THOUGH
WE CAN' T SEE QUT THE W NDOW WE CAN SEE THE LI GAT OF THE
FLAMES QOUTSI DE PAI NTI NG THE WAFFLE HOUSE

EVA
(glances at waffle. Wi spers)
To waffle: a failure to make up one's
m nd.

BEH ND THE CRASHED SUV AN APARTMENT BUI LDI NG BE@ NS TO
COLLAPSE AS DUST AND DEBRI S SPREAD OUTWARD.

Eva continues witing in her journal, not |ooking up as the
chaos grows.

EVA ( CONT' D)
(di stracted)
Dependent Personality Disorder.

WAl TRESS O S.
| didn't catch that?

EVA
(di stracted)
DPD. It's the inability to nake
deci si ons.

Eva catches her breath and gl ances at the Waitress.

EVA CONT' D
| don't have it.

WAI TRESS O S.
(confused)
Well... that's good.

CUT TO A WDE WHERE WE SEE THAT WAI TRESS (34) HAS BEEN
WAl TI NG AT THE TABLE. SHE HOLDS A HALF FI LLED COFFEE POT. WE
SEE QUT THE W NDOW AGAI N AND THERE IS NO WRECKAGE, JUST A
SVALL TOMWN. A NEARLY EMPTY STREET.

WAl TRESS CONT' D
More Coffee, hun?

Eva | ooks at her nearly enpty coffee nug.
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EVA
Cof f ee. Yes.

Waitress pours. Eva is awkward, alnost as if she doesn't
understand the point of these human interactions.

Wai tress gl ances at the uneaten waffles.

WAl TRESS
How were they?

EVA
FIl avorl ess.

Wai tress pauses then barks a | augh.

WAl TRESS
(playfully sarcastic)
Wth all that syrup? |'msurprised you
could taste any-

EVA
(l eans in, suddenly warm
Did you know Waffl e House sells 145
waffl es per m nute?

WAl TRESS
How d you know t hat nunber?

EVA
| read.

Eva | ooks up and her eyes land on a butterfly pin Waitress is
wearing. The butterfly flies away. Eva watches the butterfly
as she speaks.

EVA CONT' D
My brother and his famly live just a
f ew bl ocks fromhere- on El'm

Eva poi nts.

WAI TRESS
| know it...
(beat)
What about you, hun. You from here?

EVA
(1 ooki ng out the w ndow)
We |ived here for a couple years when
we were younger
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Eva gl ances back at the accident. The waitress nor anyone
el se seens aware of the carnage just outside the w ndow.

WAl TRESS
Are you cl ose? You and your brother?

Eva ponders the question, smles faintly, then nods.

EVA
He's ny little brother.

VWaitress waits for nore but nothing conmes. Eva seens to have
forgotten she's there. A woman wearing a dark blue dress
MARI A (65), enters the restaurant, the bell above the door
rings over the sounds of the restaurant.

WAl TRESS
Is there anything el se | can get you?

EVA
(smles fondly)
| left but Jack stayed. He and Em got
marri ed and had three kids.

(proudly)
The perfect famly.

Waitress's breath catches.

WAl TRESS
Do you nean Jack and Em |y Keating?

MARI A
Eva, it's tine.

Wai tress turns and obvi ously knows Mari a.
WAl TRESS
Mar i a.
(heart br oken)
" m so sorry.

Maria offers a sad smle

MARI A
Thank you, Trish.

(to Eva)
Eva. ..

Maria places a hand on Eva's shoul der.
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MARI A CONT' D
We're already |ate.

Eva slowy neets Maria's eyes. She is afraid.

EVA
| can't do this.

MARI A
We can tal k about that later. If we
don't go now, we're going to mss it.

Eva offers a tight nod, gets up and collects her notepad,
phone and books. Holding themclose to her chest, she gl ances
one last time out the wi ndow, then begins walking to the
door .

She stops, thinks a nonent then turns.

EVA
You shoul d take them
(beat)
You and Bob.

Eva doesn't wait for a response before wal ki ng out.

Maria watches her go with a pained | ook. She gl ances at the
unpaid ticket next to Eva's plate and retrieves noney from
her purse, laying it on the table.

INT. CAR MORNING CITY.

Maria drives down back streets as Eva stares out the w ndow
wi t hout saying a word. They drive through an old, tired part
of the city. A gas station/nmechanic garage, an old strip
mal |, the stores now repurposed as | awer and real estate
offices, a nail salon and a check cashi ng service.

They stop at a light, Maria reaches over and gently fixes
Eva's hair.

Eva | ooks at her phone and opens a bl ank nmessage, choosing
"Jimy." She is incredibly tense as she types, "I can't do
this" again. Then, "Call me."

They pull into an old church parking lot. Perched on the side
of the church is a mammoth, col orful Monarch butterfly,
al nost as big as the church.

Mari a opens her car door but Eva doesn't nove. She is
fumbling with a pill bottle but her eyes are fixed on the
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butterfly. She watches it curiously a nonent. The butterfly's
W ngs open and close a couple of tines, but it doesn't fly
awnay.

MARI A
Eva?

Wt hout taking her eyes off the butterfly, Eva westles with
the lid, frustrated. Mariah takes it gently from her and
opens it, handing it back.

EVA
(1 ooki ng down)
"' mnot going in.

Eva spills two blue pills into her hand then palns theminto
her nout h.

MARI A
Sweet heart -

EVA
No.
(breathl ess)
| can't.

Maria purses her lips worriedly. After a nonment she nods.
Unsure what to say, she exits the car and wal ks toward the
church. She stops and | ooks back one nore tinme before

di sappeari ng i nside.

Eva exits, but doesn't follow She | eans against the car for
a nonment, watching the church

She takes a couple steps forward. Her novenents are stiff and
she is clearly terrified. She wal ks to the side of the church
and cautiously approaches a w ndow, peeking inside.

The church is filled with people. A man BOB (65) stands on
st age speaki ng soberly. In the front row are the three
Keating children - Maddy (15), Eric, (12) with his armin a
sling, Astrid (7). Maria steps in fromthe aisle to sit
beside them Maddy and Eric sit nunb as Maria places a
conforting hand on Astrid's shoul der

As Eva watches the children, the cityscape behind the church
begins to crunble. As every sky-rise in the distance

di sintegrates, dust and debris fill the air. The runbling
earth | aunches the mammoth butterfly into flight as it
flutters away, disappearing into the billow ng cloud of dust.
The dust cl oud expl odes over the church and swal |l ows Eva up.
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Eva blinks. The world is back to normal. She unconsciously
scrubs a tear from her cheek. She |ooks in the wi ndow to see
the church is nostly enpty. She gl ances back to see a nunber
of peopl e exiting.

Eva qui ckly wal ks away, not wanting to be seen.
EXT. KEATI NG HOUSE. AFTERNOON.
LONGBOARD WHEELS ROLLI NG ALONG PAVEMENT.

Eric rolls down the center of his street. His right armis in
a sling and he wears earbuds. Misic is playing. Another boy,
REECE (12, slightly overweight) rides al ongside him

The boys roll down the road side by side. Reese watches his
friend out of the corner of his eye. Reese is talking. Eric
pul I s his earbuds out.

REESE
...that nmaybe you would want to cone
over and watch Mystery Science
Theat er ?

Eric eyes Reese a nonent.

ERI C
Probably not.

Reese nods as he | ooks forward again. Finally, he blurts out.

REESE
| " msorry about your parents dying.

Eric nods again as they continue down the road. His nusic is
pl ayi ng t hrough the earbuds.

REESE ( CONT' D)
You want to race?

ERI C
No.
REESE
Cool . Yeah. Let's just ride.
(beat)

| f you need to tal k or whatever..
mom said | should tell you that you
could talk to ne.

(beat)
Do you want to get some cookies?

M
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ERI C
| " m good.

REESE
Right, let's just ride.

Eric puts his earbuds in as the nusic from Sl eepi ng At Last
rises.

EXT. KEATI NG NEI GHBORHOCD. EVEN NG
SUNSET. ERIC S MJSI C CONTI NUES.

Eva wal ks up the street. She approaches the Keating house
where a nunber of people fromthe church are out standing in
the lawn. As Eric and Reese ride past, Eric and Eva share a
silent, pained | ook. Eva continues on, ignoring the well

w shers who try to approach her. The front door bursts open
and Astrid | eaps out, followed by LEELEE (8). Both are

| aughi ng and giggling as they run past. Eva watches Astrid
with a | ook of concern. Eva enters the house.

| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. LI VI NG ROOM EVEN NG
ERIC S MUSI C CONTI NUES.

Eva steps into a sinple, but honey living room It is filled
with people fromthe church. A few of them acknow edge Eva
and sone try to engage her. She nods but otherw se ignores
them all, passing between themlike a ghost as she clinbs the
stairs.

| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. HALLWAY. NI GHT.

Eva enters the upstairs hallway and hears voices conmng from
Maddy' s room

MUSI C FADES.

She wal ks to the open door but doesn't enter. She | ooks
inside to see Maddy laying in bed with Maria sitting next to
her.

| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. MADDY' S ROOM NI GHT.

Maddy has been crying. Maria speaks in a loving, yet firm
voi ce.

MARI A
...not fair. Al of us are broken
ri ght now.
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MADDY
(bitter)
She was broken before this and you
know it.

Eva flinches at Maddy's words. Maria begins to lovingly rub
Maddy' s back. Eva's eyes flitter around the room She notes a
Narni a series on the bookshelf, the decretive crafty mrror
with the words "You are Loved," in script along the bottom
and finally lands on the butterfly curtains.

MARI A
You're Aunt, she- her |ife has not
been easy. She-

Maria trails off as her eyes find Eva in the doorway.

EVA
Jack used to say | was an extrene
extrovert with severe shyness.
(beat)
He thought it was funny.

No one says anything and Eva fills the space. Her breath
cat ches.

EVA (CONT' D)
The bright orange and bl ack col oration
of nonarchs warns predators that they
are toxic. It's known as aposemati sm

Maddy offers Maria an "are you kidding ne," | ook.

EVA CONT' D
| I'ike your your curtains.

MARI A
(notes the butterflys)
They are beautiful, aren't they? Em
made t hem

MADDY
| would Iike to go to sleep now.

Mari a ki sses Maddy on the forehead and gets up and wal ks to
Eva. Placing a hand on her back.

MARI A CONT' D
Wiy don't we | et Maddy get sone rest?
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EVA
Ri ght .

| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. HALLWAY. NI GHT.

Eva turns and wal ks down the hall and into Jack and Emly's
bedroom where she is staying as Maria gives Maddy one | ast
| ook and cl oses the door.

Maria tries to catch Eva but she is already closing the door
to her room She stares at the cl osed door a nonent, but
doesn't go to her

| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. JACK AND EM LY BEDROOM 2 AM

Eva wakes to Astrid standing over her. Wthout speaking, Eva
shifts over as Astrid clinbs into her bed. Eva puts her arm
around Astri d.

| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. JACK AND EM LY BE
Eva wakes. Astrid is gone.
| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. KI TCHEN. MORNI NG

Wearing her bathrobe, Eva wal ks down the stairs and through
the famly room She carries one of her notepads at her side.
Maria is already awake and in the laundry room folding

cl othes. She | ooks up and smles tiredly at Eva.

Eva enters the kitchen to find all three kids sitting at the
tabl e. Boxes of cereal, a jug of mlk and an opened | aptop
are set out before them Astrid slurps her cereal as Maddy
and Eric stare intently at a | aptop screen. Both have dark
circles under their eyes and are obviously struggling.

The screen shows a blog page titled, "All In." In the corner
of the screen we can see a book with the sane title and a
"Buy Now' button. The tagline at the top of the blog reads
"Wn the Day."

Eric presses the refresh button every few seconds.

They | ook up as Eva wal ks in.

ASTRI D
Good nor ni ng!

Astrid runs over and waps Eva in a hug before pulling her to
t he table.
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ASTRI D CONT' D
| saved a place for you. AND | nade
you br eakf ast !

There is a | ukewarm nug of coffee on the table as well as a
bowl w th soggy cereal already in it. Eva nods, sits and
takes a bite of the cereal while Astrid watches. Eva's hal f
grimace turns to a half smle and Astrid beans.

Maddy offers Astrid a concerned |ook. Eric stares at the
| aptop screen as if it is the only ray of light in the m dst
of this darkness.

Astrid picks up her bow and slurps the final bit.
Eric presses the refresh button again then | eans in.

ERI C
It's up.

A video begins to play. It shows Jack and Em |y Keati ng.

Jack | ooks directly to canera. He's filmng hinself fromhis
| aptop. He is in the master bedroom Em |y wal ks around
behi nd hi m packi ng a suitcase.

JACK (ON VI DEO
To ny. ..
(leans in to | ook at screen)
two hundred and seven regul ar viewers
- So thankful for every one of youl!

(beat)
|"ve just one quick Al In, thought
for you guys today. Every day there is

a. ..
| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. LAUNDRYROOM MORNI NG

Maria is still in the laundry roomfolding a towel when she
stops. She hears Jacks voice. She turns off the dryer and
listens nore closely.

| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. KI TCHEN. MORNI NG
Jack brings the canera cl oser.
JACK (ON VI DEO
...nothing nore stunning than know ng

He can be trusted. Muke the deci sion,
take the leap of faith today.
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Jack claps his hands and offers a grin.

JACK (ON VIDEO) CONT' D
K. W interrupt this regularly
schedul ed vlog for a word to ny
her oes.

Jack thinks for a nonent.

JACK (ON VIDEO) CONT' D (CONT' D)
Kids, it's day five and we are in..
(gl ances of f canera)
Were would we be?

Emly leans in over Jack's shoul der.

EM LY (ON VI DEO
"Il be about nine mles up the Inca

trail. | think that would put nme in
Runkur akay. But you're not as young as
you used to be, so you'll be at |east

a coupl e hours behi nd.

JACK (ON VI DEO
Your nmomt hinks she's funny.

EM LY (ON VI DEO
| am funny!
(to canera)
H kids, mss you...again, |ove you..
agai n.

Emly wal ks of f screen.

JACK (ON VI DEO
Let's see, today is... Mnday. Only
four days till we're hone.

EMLY (O S.)
Tell Maddy to help Astrid practice her
lines.

Jack raises his eyebrows and nods in Emly's direction.

JACK (ON VI DEO
"' m not sure how t hese video things
wor k, but | think you m ght have just
told her.

A towel appears out of nowhere and slans into Jack's face. He
chuckles as he pulls it off.
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JACK (ON VI DEQ) CONT' D
Eric, stay off the main roads, don't
break any bones while we're gone..
wait till we're hone.

EMLY O S.
That's not funny!

Eric gently touches the shoul der of his slinged arm He
sm | es sadly.

JACK (ON VI DEO
Ladybug, | love you nmy girl. You are
stunning! W can't wait to see your
play. Wuldn't mss it for the world!

Astrid is grinning happily as she watches. She is hol ding
Eva' s hand.

JACK (ON VIDEO) (CONT' D)
H Eva.

Eva lifts her other hand just off her lap in a subtle wave
and nouths the word, "hi".

JACK (ON VI DEQ) CONT' D
(smles)
| did sonet hing.

EMLY (O S.)
Are you telling her now?

JACK
No, just primng the punp.

Looks back at the screen and raises his hands placatingly and

sm | es.

JACK CONT' D
It's a good thing.

Em |y wal ks past but stops when Jack says this. She smles
know ngly.

Eva is confused and a little concer ned.
| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. LAUNDRY ROOM MORNI NG

Maria wal ks out of the laundry roomtoward the kitchen.



17.

16 I NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. KI TCHEN. MORNI NG

JACK (ON VI DEO
...1"1l tell you all about it Friday!
(beat)
K guys, if I don't start packing soon
your nmom m ght decide to go w thout
ne.

EMLY (O S.)
It's already been deci ded!

JACK (ON VI DEO
(chuckl es)
X, love you!

Emly junps on screen as Jack leans in to press stop.

EM LY (ON VI DEO
Love you!

The screen goes bl ack and for a | ong nonent, nobody noves.
Finally Maria breaks the silence.

MARI A
Have there been nore of these?

Everyone turns to see Maria standing in the doorway.

ASTRI D
Yep! Dad made a bunch before they
left. He nade it so we get to watch a
new vi deo every norni ng!

ERI C
He cued themon his site.

Maria nods as she scrubs away a tear.

Eva stands | ooking stiff as a board. She stares at the
conputer screen, then stal ks out of the kitchen. Everyone
wat ches her go for a nonment before Maria kicks into gear.

MARI A
| "' m going over to the house to check
in on everyone.

ASTRI D
(cheery)
"1l come with you. And...nmaybe |ater
we can rehearse?
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MARI A
(concer ned)
Hun, you don't need to worry about the
play. It's OKif you-.

ASTRI D
(serious/ concer ned)
| have to be in it, G ans.

(sincere)
Pl ease!
MARI A
Darling, of course I'll help you
rehear se.

(to the others)
See you all shortly?

Maria and Astrid wal k out the door in their robes and
sl i ppers.

EXT. KEATI NG HOUSE. MORNI NG

Maria and Astrid wal k off the nodest back porch and down the
stairs. They step onto the Keating lawn that's patchy m x of
weeds and grass. They wal ks across the |awn and reach a | ong
driveway filled with cars, vans and an RV. As they navigate
the vehicles they walk into a new yard that is well

mani cured. A row of trees marks the property line but there
is a path that follows through

As Maria and Astrid walk in this yard they pass a nunber of
tents. A Little girl, LEELEE (7), steps out of a tent and
runs to greet them They hug her as they walk onto a

beauti ful garden and onto a back deck. Al three now nake
their way to a glass sliding door and step into the house.

| NT. BOB AND MARI A' S KI TCHEN. MORNI NG

The three are greeted by several "good nornings" at once.
It's chaos. People everywhere of every age and race are in
the kitchen, nost with a coffee nug in hand - no two nugs
alike. A baby sits in a highchair with CAMLLA (31 Asian),
f eedi ng her.

Astrid and Leel ee run through and into the famly room

| NT. BOB AND MARIA'S FAM LY ROOM MORNI NG

The house is warm and honey. Sl eeping bags, pillows and

bl ankets cover couches and every part of the floor. Al are

enpty except for Jayden (24, African-Anerican) who sl eeps on
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a couch. A woman - ROCHELLE (35, caucasian) is folding a
sl eepi ng bag.

ROCHELLE
Good norning, Astrid!

ASTRI D
(yell's as she runs)
Mor ni ng, Aunt Rochell e.

ROCHELLE
Have you brushed your teeth yet?
(yel l'ing)

Leel ee, you need to brush your teeth!
Astrid and Leel ee dart upstairs.
Jayden nmakes an exagger ated novenent as he opens his eyes.

JAYDEN
Good Lord, it's inpossible to sleep
with all this yelling.

ROCHELLE
(Watches Astrid | eave)
You know everyone calls you the |azy
brother, right?

Jayden rolls over and hurls his pillow, slammng it into
Rochell e, then rolls over and cl oses his eyes.

| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. KI TCHEN. MORNI NG

Eva wal ks down the stairs with her rucksack thrown over her
shoul der. She opens the front door.

MADDY
You' re | eaving.

Maddy stands in the kitchen entry |ooking at Eva. Eva takes
out her pill bottle and palns two little blue pills,
swal | ow ng them Eva turns and | ooks, then sinply nods. She
t akes another few steps and w thout | ooki ng back, she speaks.

EVA
Jack was the brave one.
(beat)
" m sorry.

Eva fl ees the house.
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| NT. KITCHEN. KEATI NG HOUSE. MORNI NG

Maddy wat ches fromthe wi ndow as Eva clinbs into the jeep and
drives away. Eric enters the kitchen.

ERI C
Where's Aunt Eva goi ng?

Maddy doesn't answer. She stares out the wi ndow a nonment then
stal ks out of the kitchen.

| NT. BOB AND MARIA'S FAM LY ROOM MORNI NG

Astrid and Leelee sprint back into the famly room | aughing
as they leap on top of Jayden who tries to hide beneath his
covers.

ASTRI D LEELEE
Uncl e Jayden! (grabs his face)
Wake up!

JAYDEN
(grabs her face, playfully)
"' m awake! And now you're both gonna
get it!

The girls squeal as Jayden westles with them but they
escape quickly while he pretends to give chase w thout ever

| eaving the couch. He growls at them as they squeal again and
run for the kitchen

JAYDEN V. O
(yells)
Get ne sone coffee. | need coffee!

| NT. BOB AND MARI A' S KI TCHEN. MORNI NG

Bob has arrived at the back sliding door. He has a nunber of
donut boxes in hand. Astrid and Leelee dart inside, still

gi ggl i ng.

Astrid runs over as Bob sets the donuts down and kneels to
hug Astrid and Leel ee.

BOB
Morning girls!

At that noment Maddy and Eric wal k in the back sliding door.
Bob wal ks over and gi ves them both hugs.

Bob ki sses Maddy's forehead then places a hand on Eric's
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shoul der. Maddy wal ks over to pour herself a cup of coffee.

BOB CONT' D
How s t he shoul der?

Eri c shrugs.

MARI A
Where's your Aunt?

MADDY
(furious)
She left.

Bob and Maria share an "oh no," |ook. Maddy doesn't wait to
watch the the effect of her words as she stal ks out of the
room

Bob gives Eric an extra hug. Eric offers a nunb nod. Astrid
seens unfazed by the news.

EXT. /I NT. JEEP. SIDE OF COUNTRY ROAD. MORNI NG
THE SOUND OF A RI NG NG PHONE.

Eva, sill in her bathrobe, sits in her jeep parked al ong the
side of the road. She stares forward at sonething we can't
see.

PHONE CONTI NUES RI NG NG
Eva opens the door and wal ks slowy al ong the shoul der.
BEEP.

SPEAKER PHONE O. S.
You have reached Janes. Leave a nane
and nessage and | will return your
call as soon as possible.

She sits on the grass. The jeep is behind her with the door
| eft open. A nunmber of cars whizz past.

Just in front of Eva's feet a few bits of safety glass litter
the ground. She barely noves. In front of her - on the side
of the road - are two snmall crosses and a bouquet of flowers.
Beside the flowers is a picture of Jack and Em|ly. Fluttering
around it all is a colorful nonarch butterfly.

Eva stares bl ankly.
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EVA
(into phone)
Jack and Emwant nme to take the Kkids.
| can't...I| left... |-
(beat)
Where are you? |-

PHONE BEEPS TO END MESSAGE
| NT. / EXT. JEEP. H GHWAY. NOON.
MOBI LE PHONE RI NGS O S.

Eva is driving. She is tense, agitated. Her phone is on the
seat next to her.

As she's driving past a feild we see what | ooks to be a
towering "house of cards." The cards are huge and the tower
is easily 30 stories (cards) high.

SPEAKER PHONE O S.
...and I will return your call as soon
as possi bl e.

EVA
Wy aren't you answering!?
(yel l'i ng)

| won't do this again!
(long silence)

He's gone. They're gone.
(beat)

Everyone | eaves.

The BEEP ends the message but Eva conti nues talking.

EVA ( CONT' D)
(whi spers)
Everyone | eaves.

In the distance the house of cards crunbles as a gust of w nd
hits it, sending themflying across an open field.

EXT. BOB AND MARI AHS HOUSE. BACK DECK. DUSK

Tabl es are full of food and people are eating around the fire
with plates in hand. Jackets are worn by all as the spring
night still holds a chill. Bob is standing near the fire.

Maddy sits on the edge of the darkness. She is silent, and
clearly angry. Sonme girls and nons sit with her, but none of
themare talking. It is clear she doesn't want to speak.
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Bob wal ks around the fire, neeting the eyes of many of the
peopl e there.

BOB

...S0 Jack hears Em shouti ng.

(chuckl es)
and he runs to the back to find her on
the | awn nower, wai st deep in the
| ake. Jack went in to get her and that
was the nonment | was sure- Emwas the
one.

Chuckl es, smles, and tears fromthe group. Eric smles sadly
at the story. Maddy shows no enption. Astrid is giggling.

BOB ( CONT' D)
(W pes away a tear)
Lawnmower was never the sane after
t hat .

Laught er.

Maria reaches down and grabs two paper cups of steam ng hot
liquid, handing one to Bob. He lets a nonent of pain pass
before he slowy neets the eyes of the Keating children.

MARI A
To nmy heroes. To Jack and Em

Everyone rai ses cups in sincere agreenent.

GROUP
To Jack and Em

EXT. KEATI NG HOUSE. NI GHT.

Ful | night has come. The old jeep pulls into the Keating
driveway. The house is dark and quiet. Eva gl ances toward Bob
and Maria's house. A flickering fire can be seen through the
trees. The sounds of nuted | aughter can be heard every now
and again. Eva notes a package sticking out of the mail box.
She exits the jeep, still in a bathrobe, and grabs the nmail.

JAYDEN
We had spaghetti tonight.

Eva starts. Jayden is sitting on the Keating porch.
JAYDEN ( CONT' D)

Didn't nean to startle you.
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Eva nods but remains silent.

JAYDEN ( CONT' D)
| thought spaghetti canme froma can
till I was twel ve-
(beat)
bef ore Bob and Mari a.

Eva won't neet Jayden's eyes. Her eyes are fixed on the
distant flickering firelight.

JAYDEN ( CONT' D)
|"d been in two honmes before here.
Ni ce people, but they weren't famly.
(nods to the firelight)
Everyone in that house has a simlar
story.
(beat)
That's our famly. That's the only
pl ace any of us have ever bel onged.

Eva still doesn't neet his eyes but turns her gaze to the
ground. A nonent passes.

EVA
Where did you get those shoes?

Jayden | ooks down at his bright orange shoes.

JAYDEN
Do you like thenf

EVA
(meets Jayden's eyes)
The pl aces we stayed in before here..
They weren't nice people.
(beat)
Jack was nmy famly.

Eva | ooks away suddenly enotional. Jayden is al so enotional.

JAYDEN
He was m ne too.

EVA
(1 ooks at Jaydens shoes)
| haven't decided yet.
Jayden seens confused then realizes Eva is referencing his
shoes and sm | es.
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JAYDEN
Corme on, | think there's still some
spaghetti left.

Jayden takes Eva by the arm before she can object and turns
her toward the path. Eva | ays the package on the w cker
chair.

Jayden and Eva wal k toward the fire.
EXT. BOB AND MARI AH S HOUSE. BACK YARD. DUSK
Bob sits beside the fire as Maria addresses the famly.

MARI A
| know hearts are heavy. | al so know
Jack and Em would be the first to ask
for it. In fact Jack would demand it.
(deep breath)
Are we ready?

A few forced cheers fromthe famly.

ASTRI D
The Story Gane!

MARI A
CGood.
(beat)
Then | choose... G ace.

The at nosphere changes i mredi ately as GRACE, (21, Asian)
stands with a smle. Everyone turns to watch.

GRACE
Once upon a tine there was... a
feroci ous bear who lived in a cave by
a magi cal | ake.

Grace spreads our her arns, flapping dragon wings as she lets
out a loud "ROAR'" The children giggle wth excitenent.

GRACE ( CONT' D)
On the other side of the | ake was a
village. And in this village was a
beautiful child, a young girl... a
warri or.

As Grace tal ks, every face around the fire begins to brighten
wi th wonder and excitenent. Eva and Jaden arrive, standing at
t he back of the group. Eva watches al nost fearfully.
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GRACE ( CONT' D)
Now t hi s bear had one weakness..
Not hi ng coul d possibly defeat it
except. ..
(t hi nki ng hard)
di zzi ness!

Laught er.

GRACE ( CONT' D)
| f the bear saw soneone spinning, he
woul d becone terribly dizzy, so dizzy
that he woul d be as dangerous as a
cub.

Grace smles and then begins to spin. There's laughter as
everyone around the fire stands and spins as well.

BOB
Here we go!

Bob joins in the spinning as G ace stops and scans the group
until everyone joins. Finally, dizzy, they stop. Al the
children watch with eyes wide in excitenent. Eva's face is
unr eadabl e but we get the sense that the story makes her
unconf ort abl e.

GRACE
| choose... Rochelle.

Rochell e smles as she stands to the cheering of everyone
gat hered. She speaks in a thoughtful tone, searching for a
l'ine.

ROCHELLE
D zzi ness wasn't the bears only
problem He also... had a sore tooth.

(laughter from group)
And this tooth nmade himeven nore
dangerous. The only thing that woul d
ease the bears pain... was if he spit!

More | aughter. Rochelle spits. "That's digesting." Everyone
in the group spits. The younger children are loving it.
Rochel l e | ooks at Astrid who is raising her hand excitedly.

ROCHELLE ( CONT' D)
| choose. ..
(t hought ful)
Astrid.
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Cheers fromthe group

ASTRI D
(gi ggl es)
The sore-toothed bear was fam shed and
wanted to eat the thousands of fish
that swamin the magical |ake. But his
tooth was just too sore and that made
hi m angry.

Astrid is pacing excitedly. She stops and spits. Everyone
| aughs.

ASTRI D ( CONT' D)
So he wal ked to the village to find a
dentist. Wien the warrior girl saw the
bear, she was so scared she forgot
about her spinning and instead she
(m schi evous | ook)
peed in her pants!

Everyone | aughs aloud at this with shouts of "No" and "Too
far!"™ Eva smles as Astrid giggles again.

ASTRI D ( CONT' D)
Ok, ok, ok! Nobody has to pee their
pants.
(t hi nks)
The bear stared at the girl and
roar ed.

Astrid pointed with one hand and put her other on her stomach
and then gives a | oud "raaaahhhh." Everyone joins in.
Raaaahhhhh! The gat hering chortl es.

ASTRI D ( CONT' D)
| choose, Aunt Eval

Eva takes a step back. Everyone turns, only now realizing she
has arri ved.

Eva struggl es as she notes Maddy's gl are.
The group begins to chant, "Eva, Eva, Eva..."

Eva tim dly shakes her head "no" and the chant fades. Maddy
speaks.

MADDY
(all eyes shift to Maddy)
The girl runs away.
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The group sobers.

28.

Astrid, not realizing Maddy was addressing Aunt Eva, speaks -

br eaki ng t he tension.

ASTRI D
Then what, Maddy? Where did she go?

Astrid |l ooks at her, waiting. A tear escapes Maddy's eye as

Rochel | e puts an arm around her.

JAYDEN

(quietly)
Astrid. Choose ne.

Jayden has wal ked into the the center of the group. After a

monment a m schievous smle parts Astrid's |ips.

ASTRI D
| choose. ..

A nunber of people begin to shout out. "No!"™ and "Not him"

"Remenber what happened last tinme!"

ASTRI D ( CONT' D)
Uncl e Jayden!

Jayden steps forward, making a show of taking off his coat.

col | ective groan escapes every |lip.

Maddy sits, her anger spent, she is heartbroken and nunb.
Maria sits beside her, placing an arm around her shoul ders.

JAYDEN CONT' D

Qur young hero suddenly renenbered the

| akes magi cal healing powers. She
realized she couldn't vanquish this
sore toothed bear. But if she could
get it to chase her into the | ake,
then the magical waters would heal it.

ROCHELLE
Don't do it Jayden. Don't you dare -
it's too col d!

Jayden sits and pulls a shoe off. Rochelle points

t hreat eni ngl y.

TOMW
Dude! Thi nk of the children.
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Jayden offers a w cked grin.

JAYDEN CONT' D
The young hero knew t hen what she nust
do. Walking up to the bear, face to
face, she drew back her fist

Jayden stood, drew back his fist and swng it as he yelled.

JAYDEN CONT' D ( CONT' D)
and punched the bear on the nouth.
(beat)
Then, she turned and SHE RAN

Jayden turns... he sprints onto the pier and down the dock.
As he runs he takes off his shirt, tossing it. He doesn't
hesitate. Jayden cannonballs into the |ake.

Everyone watches in stunned sil ence.
Bob stands sl owy.

BOB
There's sonething wong with that boy.
(1 ooks at group)
You know the rul es.

Bob i nhal es deeply.

He shouts like a warrior and beats his chest. Finally, he
runs toward the | ake with shoes and jacket still on.

Everyone watches Bob | eap into the | ake.

Wth a mxture of disbelief and resol ve, one by one the
fam |y stands.

Astrid is the first to nove. She junps up, screans and
foll ows suite.

One by one they all begin to shout and scream as they run
down the pier. Shouts of "For Jack and Em" and "All in," can
be heard, as well as shrieks fromthe col d.

WE STAY ON ERIC A MOVENT. HE STANDS. PEOPLE ARE RUNNI NG ON
El THER SIDE. TH S IS SOVETH NG HE MJUST DO. HE WALKS AT FI RST,
THEN SLOALY BREAKS | NTO A RUN

Maddy, Maria and Eva are the only three who don't
partici pate. Maddy and Eva stare bl ankly at each other over
the fire. Finally Maddy turns and stal ks angrily into the
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house.

MARI A
(to Eva, gently)
She | oves you.
(1 ooking at the sw mrers)
We're all grieving in our own ways.
(enotional)
They' re gonna need towel s.

Maria got up and headed toward the house.
| NT. BOB AND MARI A'S HOUSE. NI GHT.

Everyone is wapped in towels and bl ankets, sipping hot
chocol at e.

Chil dren and adults sl eep on couches and all over the floor.
A large fire burns in the firepl ace.
Astrid and Eric are asleep on the ganme room fl oor.

Maddy sips her steam ng coco and sits, staring at the fire.
Jayden sits quietly beside her.

EXT. BOB AND MARI A' S HOUSE. FRONT YARD. NI GHT.
Bob, Maria, and Eva sit on the front steps.

Bob still has wet hair but wears dry clothes and a big warm
coat. Both he and Maria have steam ng hot cups of tea in
t hei r hands.

For a | ong nonent, nobody speaks.

EVA
(gazing into the darkness)
| used to play the Story Ganme with
Jack and... and our nother.

MARI A
| know.

Eva stares into the darkness.

EVA
| left today.

BOB
And you cane back.
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Eva shakes her head. She visibly hardens, turning her back.

EVA
(defiant)
| read the will. It's clear. If I'm..
(vul nerabl e/ fragile)
if I"munable,
(matter of fact)
they go to you

MARI A
(bl unt)
Are you... unabl e?

Eva is suddenly angry. She glares at Mari a.

MARI A ( CONT' D)
(gentle)
That's what | thought.

BOB
You don't have to go it al one, Eva.
We're all in this together.

Eva takes a few angry steps into the darkness. Finally she
throws her hands in the air and speaks with her back to Bob
and Mari a.

EVA
(tired, but resolute)
I'"mleaving in the norning. | need to

go. | need to see Jinmy.
Mari a studi es Eva a nonent.

MARI A
|'ve always |iked James. He's a good
man.
(thinks a nmonent)
What about the kids?

Eva seens confused.

MARI A CONT' D
VWere will they stay?

EVA
Her e.

MARI A
No.
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Eva | ooks at Mari ah conf used.

MARI A CONT' D
You shoul d take themw th you.

Bob qui ckly hides a surprised | ook.

EVA
| can't.
(beat)
| - Maddy- they can't- they won't want
to cone.
BOB

Probably not- but they need you.

Mari ah and Eva both glare at Bob. Bob stands, and wal ks to
Eva, he puts a hand on her should gently.

BOB CONT' D
And you need them

Eva palnms two pills and swall ows, she turns and stares out
t he wi ndow, pani cked and | ost.

EXT. LAKE. MORN NG
The sun ri ses.
M st flows across the surface of the | ake.

A couple of famly nenbers sit on the pier with coffee and
fishing poles in hand.

| NT. BOB AND MARI A'S HOUSE. MORNI NG

Everyone i s sl eeping everywhere.

Peopl e being to stir.

A coupl e of bedroom doors open to reveal nore famly nenbers.
Maria i s maki ng pancakes in the kitchen.

THE LAPTOP CLOCK READS, "7:56 AM"

Jayden wal ks over and | eans in. He squeezes Eric's good
shoul der.

Jayden pl aces his hands to his nmouth, shouting |oudly.
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JAYDEN
Four m nut es!

EXT. BOB AND MARI A'S HOUSE. MORNI NG

The back door opens. Rochelle steps out and shouts to those
fishing on the pier.

ROCHELLE
Four m nut es!

The fishers hurriedly put down their poles and make their way
i nsi de.

| NT. BOB AND MARI A'S HOUSE. MORNI NG

Most of the famly stands around the |aptop. But two people
are notably m ssing. Eva and Maddy.

THE SCREEN READS 7:59 AM

ASTRI D
(excitedly)
Here it cones!

Eric | eans forward. The page refreshes. Everyone |eans in.

Jack Keating is on screen. He is checking out at a Wal nart.
He is wearing a baseball cap with "All In" stitched into it.

JACK (ON VI DEO
Geetings to all ny friends! And
especially my sweet ki ddos!
(to Checkout Lady)
"' m making a video for ny kids, ny
sister and a bunch of wonderful
peopl e.

EXT. BOB AND MARI AS. LAKE. MORNI NG

Eva sits by herself at the edge of the | ake. She is dressed,
ready for her trip. She watches the video on her phone.

| NT. BOB AND MARI A' S HOUSE. MORNI NG
Jack turns his GoPro on the checkout girl - she is an ol der,
wry lady. She gives a slightly confused and di stracted

smle. As Jack talks, he picks itens off the conveyor
showi ng themto the kids
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Everyone

JACK (ON VI DEQ) CONT' D
Let's see, manly green rain slicker
-check. Dainty yell ow one for nom -
check. Gold Bond powder - that's for
your nom

| aughs.

JACK (ON VI DEO) CONT' D ( CONT' D)
A conpass, oh man, definitely for your
nom
(to Checkout | ady)
She once got lost in this very store.
Speaki ng of. ..

Jack | ooks around worriedly as he speaks to the Checkout

| ady.

Checkout

Everyone

JACK (ON VIDEO) CONT' D (CONT' D)
W may need to send out a search
party.

Lady i s anused.
wat chi ng | aughs agai n.

EMLY (O Y9
What are you sayi ng?

JACK (ON VI DEO
(relieved / Mtions to | ady)
Ch good. My new friend-
(Looks at nanet age)
Jenny was really worried about you,
but | told her you could orienteer
with the best of them

JACK TURNS THE CAMERA ON EM LY.

EM LY (ON VI DEO
You are so weird.

Emly nmakes a weird face at Jack

Wbnder pai nts everyone wat chi ng.

| NT. MADDY' S BEDROOM MORNI NG

Maddy sits on her bedroom wi ndowsill. She can see the |ake
and where Eva is sitting. A half filled backpack is on her

bed. She

wat ches t he vi deo.
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Jack noves to stand next to Emly. W can hear the checkout
| ady scanning itens.

EM LY (ON VI DEO
GQuys, we are mssing you. W are so
proud of you. Your Kkindness and
generosity towards each other is
stunning. R ght? And especially toward
your Aunt Eva?

JACK (ON VI DEO
It is stunning... correct?

Jack gives a parental eye raise, smles then continues.
JACK (ON VIDEO) (CONT' D)
Your nomis right, we are proud of
you. So is Jenny.

Emly rolls her eyes as Jack briefly turns the canera on a
| aughi ng Checkout | ady, then back to hinmself and Emly.

The group | aughs.

JACK (ON VIDEO) (CONT' D)
You are all our favorites. Choose

adventure, go live all in today. W
| ove you!

(beat)
That goes to all our wonderf ul
viewers! | encourage you to trust that
God is good and you are all His
favorites as well. Then go all in and

dream bi g today.

Jack fiddles with the canmera a nonent, then it whips quickly
back to him

JACK (ON VIDEO) CONT' D
Al nost forgot. Your nmomand | have
hi dden your favorite treats in your
bedroons. Eva, | left sonething for
you as well. Quick hint - it's where
nom used to hide her thin mnts. OK
| et the scavenger hunt... begin!

Jack's eyes widen in excitenent as the screen goes bl ack.

Everyone stares at the screen.
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EXT. BOB AND MARI AS. LAKE. MORNI NG

Eva stares at the blank screen for a long nonent. In the
di stance the back door opens to Bob and Maria's house as
Eric, Astrid, Bob, Maria and a few others march out and

toward the Keating house.

Finally, Eva stands. Her eyes curious as she wal ks toward the
Keati ng house.

| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. MADDY' S ROOM MORNI NG

Maddy' s phone is still in her hands, the screen bl ank. She
sits on the windowsill watching as Eric, Astrid, Bob, Mria
and a few others approach the house.

She hears the door open. Noise up the stairs. Running feet
down the hall.

| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. M D MORNI NG
MONTAGE
Astrid searches her closet.
CUT TO

Eric goes through his albumcollection, Bob is with him
| aughi ng.

CUT TO

Maddy throws nore clothes into a backpack - angrily. Then she
pauses and | ooks at her ni ghtstand.

CUT TO

Astrid searches through her dresser drawers, throw ng clothes
ever ywher e.

CUT TO.
Eva wal ks across the basenent, opens the freezer and noves
sone things aside. She smles as she see's Thin Mnts and
then stops, a sad snle at what she see's underneath the
mnts.

CUT TO

Eric | ooks under his bed and finds not hing.
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CUT TO

Maddy eyes a shelf in her bedroom Her eyes narrow. She wal ks
over.

CUT TO.
Eva reaches inside the freezer.
CUT TO

Maddy gets on tiptoes and | ooks behind a picture. She sees
sonet hing further down the shelf. She grabs a bag of sour
gummy wor s hi dden behi nd a coupl e of hockey trophies. A
sticky note is on the bag that reads "You are our favorite!
We believe in you!" Maddy is enotional.

CUT TO

Eric looks in his closet and see's sonething sticking out of
a shoe. He retrieves a bag of pistachios. On the bag is a
sticky note that reads "You are our favorite! W are so proud
of you!"™ Eric grins.

CUT TO

Astrid opens a wooden chest at the foot of her bed. A bag of
MM s is there with a sticky note that reads, "You are our
favorite. Dream BI G today, we can't wait to see your play!"

CUT TO

Eva stands in front of the opened freezer. She holds a well
worn and tattered paperback book. She reads the cover, The
Magi ci an's Nephew, by CS Lewis. She holds the book like it is
the nost precious thing in the world. The note reads, "Found
it at the flea market. Love ya, sis!" Eva is enotional.

Behi nd Eva, the freezer begins to overflow with water. Water
begins to fl ow down the stairs and the basenent w ndow bursts
with a flooding wave, and there seens to be a pol ar bear
swnmng in the corner of the room the voice of alittle boy
echoes fearfuly from somewhere far away.

LI TTLE JACK O. S.
| can't swim

LI TTLE EVA O S

Yes you can, Jack. You just have to
i magi ne. . .
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Eva cl oses her eyes.
| NT. LI BRARY. NI GHT.

Two sets of feet walk the aisle of a marmoth library. It is
filled alnmost to the ceiling with books.

AS THEY TURN A CORNER, WE SEE LI TTLE JACK AND LI TTLE EVA.
LI TTLE EVA CLUTCHES A NOTEBOOK TO HER CHEST. SHE ALSO HAS A
COPY OF THE MAG Cl AN' S NEPHEW

Little Eva, Little Jack and their nother, NMRS. KEATI NG (25)
wal k down the aisle pushing a trolly filled wth books.
Little Jack watches Eva with rapt attention. Ms. Keating
carries a coffee nmug in one hand, sipping every now and again
as she returns books to shelves. She is clearly mesnerized by
her daughters story.

The house lights are off and only the small stand and table
| anps are on. The library is closed for the night.

LI TTLE EVA

(ani mat ed)
...1n Storyland, adventure hides
around every corner! Every last bit is
filled wwth magic and light. And there
is only goodness.

(wi de- eyed wonder)
And what ever you i nagi ne becones real
and a part of the story.

(beat)
What do you see Jack?

LI TTLE JACK
(excitedly)
There! | see Fish!

Eva grins at her little brother.

LI TTLE EVA

Yes! But these aren't regular fish.
They' re Japanese Ryukin Gol dfish -
t hey are beautiful colors of orange,
deep red, blue, white and cali co.

(t hought ful)
Manma, did you know only 1 out of every
3,000 calico cats is born male?

Ms. Keating barks a | augh as her eyebrows rise in surprise.
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MRS. KEATI NG
| did not.
(beat)
And what did you say the nanme of the
| and was?

LI TTLE EVA
It's here Mana..
(motions to Library)
St oryl and.
(to Little Jack)
And Jack. In Storyland, we can al

swim

LI TTLE JACK
And the clouds are made of cotton
candy!

Little Eva grins as her eyes follow sonething only she can
see. Ms. Keating kneels and leans in. As Little Eva points,
Little Jack comes in close to hear his sister's tale.

LI TTLE EVA
Ther e.
(poi nts)
Do you see the polar bear sw mmng
t hrough the air.

Little Jack chines in excitedly as Ms. Keating stands and
wal ks over to the nearby librarian desk.

LI TTLE JACK
Yes! | see it! And a.... a... a
cheet ah!

Ms. Keating chortles as she opens a drawer. Inside we see a
bottl e of al nost enpty bourbon and an open bottle of oxy. She
hesitates only a nonent before she grabs the whiskey enptying
it into her coffee nug.

Little Eva watches with a | ook of concern as her nother takes
a large gulp. Ms. Keating takes another sw g, closes her
eyes and exhales a |long breath before she places the nug back
down and turns her attention back to the children.

MRS. KEATI NG
(sincere)
Tell me nore.

Little Eva's eyes carry a | ook of concern as they nove from
the nmug to her nother.
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MRS. KEATI NG ( CONT' D)
(sad)
What's the matter? Cat's got your
t ongue?

Little Eva's whispers quietly. Her face turning dark.

LI TTLE EVA
Mama, no.

LI TTLE JACK
(suddenly fearful)
What ? What is it?

M's Keating | ooks sadly at Eva and then at Jack.

MRS. KEATI NG
(sad)
The Dread.

Eva shakes her head. Ms Keating | ooks at her with deep
SOr r ow.

MRS. KEATI NG ( CONT' D)

(smles sadly)
The Dread.

(beat)
Jack, only good is supposed to live in
St oryl and.

(a deep sadness)
But | don't know how to stop it, The
Dread... It's here.

A darkness seens to hover over the library. Then Ms Keating
takes a deep shaky breath and shifts fromsorrow to playful.

MRS. KEATI NG ( CONT' D)

(pl eadi ng)
What happens next?
(beat)
Eva?

Little Eva studies her nom then turns to Jack, collects
herself, smles bravely and shifts back into storyteller
node.

She speaks in a voice that's a m xture of fear and
exci tenent.

LI TTLE EVA
The Dread is a vast darkness that
( MORE)
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LI TTLE EVA ( CONT' D)
threatens to eat up the entire world.
It feasts on Heroes and happi ness and
won't stop until there is no story
left... only darkness.

(shout s)
RUN!

Little Eva sprints away as Little Jack follows excitedly.

ASTRID O S.
Aunt Eva. Are you ready to go?

| NT. KEATI NG HOUSE. KI TCHN. M D MORNI NG
Eva blinks. She is back in the kitchen.
Astrid stands beside her grinning with backpack in hand.

Behind Eva a butterfly flutters out of the kitchen. Astrid
smles at the butterfly.

Eva nods.
EXT. KEATI NG HOUSE. LATE MORNI NG

Maddy sits on a bench swing, waiting. There are |ots of
famly by the jeep. Astrid is there and ready. Eva stands at
the back of the jeep that now has a snmall enclosed trailer
attached to it.

BOB
...In case you want to bring anything
back. There's not a ot of roomin the
Jeep.

Maddy opens her gumry wornms and munches a coupl e.

Maddy spots the thick manilla envel ope that is addressed to
Jack Keating. She picks it up and studies it a nonment before
unzi ppi ng her backpack and dropping it in.

EXT. BOB AND MARI A' S HOUSE. FRONT YARD. MORNI NG

Eric exits the house wearing over the ear headphones, with a
backpack slung over his shoul der and his | ongboard in hand.
He is listening to a nell ow song. He wal ks past Maddy.

WE ARE WTH ERI C NON HEARI NG WHAT HE HEARS. THE SONG PLAYS
LOUDLY.
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A bustl e of people have wal ked over from Bob and Mari as.

Eric |l ooks toward the jeep. Eva and Bob are at the back. Bob
is busy attaching a small u-haul type trailer to the hitch.
Bob smles as he neets Eric's eyes. He |eaves the trailer and
wal ks toward him

Maddy wal ks over with her backpack. She is enotionless.

Hugs and | ovi ng conversation surrounds Eric.

Maria wal ks the kids out to the jeep.

Bob pulls Eric in close, hugging himand pulling one of the
headphones of f his ear so he can whi sper.

FOR A MOMENT THE VOLUME OF THE SONG GOES DOWN AND WE HEAR
BOB' S VA CE

BOB
| love you, son. Gans and | are proud
of you. W'll|l see you in a few days.
Eri ¢ nods and hugs Bob.

BOB PUTS THE HEADSET BACK ON ERIC S EAR. THE VOLUME RI SES AND
VWE HEAR ONLY THE SONG AGAI N

Eric clinbs into the jeep.

Astrid waps Bob and Maria in a hug then throws her backpack
in the back and |l eaps into the jeep.

Bob wat ches her with a | ook of concern but says nothing.

Maddy gets in the back seat, crowding her sister and brother.
Bob watches. None of the kids sit up front wwth their aunt.

Eva gl ances at the enpty seat then glares at Bob and Mari a
before pulling away.

Astrid waves excitedly out the w ndow.

They drive a nonent.

The town passes by.

The jeep drives past where the accident happened. Every eye

turns to watch as the jeep drives through the intersection.
Astrid notes the spot and her joy fades for a nonent.
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Eric closes his eyes and listens to the song.

WE STAY CLOSE ON ERIC S FACE - H S EYES CLOSED

Eri c opens his eyes.

A | ook of confusion.

Astrid is crying and hyperventilating as she yells at Eva.

Maddy is trying to cal mAstrid down while also yelling at Eva
who i s obviously confused.

Eva pulls over to the side of the country road.
Eric takes his headset off, pausing the song.

ASTRI D
You can't make ne! | won't go.
won' t !

Eric | eans forward.

ERI C
What' s happeni ng?

MADDY
(to Eva)
You know she's been practicing for
this! Who do you think you are to
decide for her - for any of us?!

Eva doesn't answer. She | ooks |like a cornered ani nal .

Astrid is terrified for some reason. She bursts into tears.

ASTRI D
(pl eadi ng)
Pl ease, Aunt Eva, please! | can't mss

it!
Eric speaks a little nore enphatically.

ERI C
What's goi ng on?

MADDY

This trip is so inportant that Astrid
will have to m ss her play!
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ERI C
She can't mss her play!? It's al
she's been tal ki ng about!

Maddy stares daggers at her aunt as Eva squeezes her eyes
shut as she throws back two nore pills.

Maddy gi ves an unbelieving shake of her head.

MADDY
What are you doi ng?

EVA
(screans)
| DON' T KNOW

Everyone sil ences.

EVA CONT' D
| DON T KNOWWHAT I' M DO NG | don't
know | didn't ask for this! | didn't
even want you to cone!

The tension is strong and Astrid is terrified. Eva realizes
she's been cruel. She takes a deep breath to cal mherself.

EVA
Did you know that IED affects nearly
16 mllion Anericans over the course

of their lifetinme?
(1 ooks at Maddy through rear view)
Interm ttent Explosive D sorder
(beat)
| don't have it.
(beat)
l'"'m |'"msorry.

Thi s expl anati on does nothing to ease the tension. A m xture
of pain and di sgust paint Maddy's face.

Eva exhal es again, a long slow breath. She reaches for her
pills.

EVA ( CONT' D)
(to Astrid)
W won't m ss your play.
(beat)

W wi il come back early, OK?

ASTRI D
Do you prom se.
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EVA
MhhHMM

In the distance, sonething |arge approaches the jeep.
Whatever it is, it spans the horizon.

Astrid nods but struggles to look Eva in the eye. Maddy w aps
her in a protective hug as she offers Eva a cold stare. Eric
retreats back into his headphones.

Eva turns back around.

She palnms and swallows two nore pills before starting the
| eep.

Maddy wat ches with a | ook of disdain.

Eva eyes the horizon curiously. A dark violent tsunam is
sweeping toward them destroying everything in its path. Eva
takes a deep breath as the enornous wave crashes over the

| eep.

CRASH NG WAVES AND CHURNI NG WATER

Eva and the Keating children all float somewhere deep in the
ocean. Wiile floating beneath the water, Maddy wat ches Eva
with a | ook of disdain.

Eric also floats nearby. He wears his headphones and his eyes
are cl osed.

Astrid floats, watching Eva. After a nonment she waves happily
at her aunt.

| NT. / EXT. JEEP. CITY ROADS. AFTERNOON.

The jeep drives down city roads.

Eri c pauses the nmusic as he scrolls through his phone and
pulls up an old post fromhis father's vlog. H s eyes are

glued to the screen.

WE STAY ON ERIC, NOT ON THE VI DEO WE HEAR JACK' S VO CE. HE
' S SHOUTI NG

JACK O.S. (ON VI DEO)

Ten mles an hour! Your formis good!
You still good?
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ERI C
(rmuffled voice)
Good!

JACK O.S. (ON VIDEO
Fifteen mles. You can |let go bud!

ERI C
Not yet!

JACK O S. (ON VI DEO
Faster? OK!' You got this! Seventeen
mles an hour!

The sound of whizzing stops with a tunbling thud and screech
of tires. Jack is laughing in an excited and encouragi ng way.

VWE CAN NOW SEE THE PHONE SCREEN. A GOPRO IS MOUNTED TO JACK' S
DOOR AND HAS PULLED ONTO THE SHOULDER

Jack hops out and runs back.

JACK (ON VI DEO
Eric, are you alright?! That was
awesone! SEVENTEEN M LES AN HOUR
YOU RE ALMOST THERE

Eric appears, linping up out of a ditch, carrying his
| ongboard. He is grass stained and angry. He takes off his
hel met and throws it to the ground.

ERI C (ON VI DEO)
This is stupid!

Jack places his hands on Eric's shoul ders and | aughs agai n.

JACK (ON VI DEO)

Yeah it is! - high rates of speed and
pavenment ? - what you're trying to do
is scary.
(beat)
Maybe you shoul d just wal k away.
ERI C
(annoyed)

|"'m not quitting!

JACK (ON VI DEO
Nah, didn't think so. You' ve got a
dream and you are chasing it.
(beat)
( MORE)
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JACK (ON VI DEO) (CONT' D)
You got this, son

Jack says the final line as if it's one he says often.

WE ARE NOW BACK W TH ERI C.

He scrubs away a tear and turns his phone off.

| NT. / EXT. JEEP. AFTERNOON.

Eric, Astrid and Maddy are all crowded in the back seat.
Astrid is drawing a picture in an art book. Eric is |listening

to music. They are very snug and Astrid seens a little put
out by it.

ASTRI D

It's squishy back here.
EVA

One of you can sit in the front.
MADDY

We're fine.

Astrid lights up

ASTRI D

['Il sit in the front!

EVA
K

Maddy answers qui ckly and condescendi ngly.

MADDY
It's against the |aw. The airbags
woul d kill her instantly.

EVA
Ch... &K

ASTRI D

[t's not fair.

EVA
Eric, do you want to sit in the front?

Astrid takes Eric's headphones off his head.
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ASTRI D
Aunt Eva wants to know if you want to
sit up front.

Eric | ooks at Maddy who offers a dangerous | ook. He gl ances
at Eva and shakes his head "no," then puts his headphones
back on. Maddy | eans over the backseat, |ooking for sonething
in the back

MADDY
W need to turn around.

Eva wat ches Maddy through the rearview mrror. Maddy bites
of f each word.

MADDY ( CONT' D)
We. Need. To. Turn. Around.

Eric sits up straight, taking his headphones off. Eva just
| ooks at Maddy, unsure how to respond.

MADDY ( CONT' D)
| forgot ny jacket and I'Il need it
for this stupid trip.

ASTRI D
We're not supposed to say stupid!

Maddy gl ares at Eva.

EVA
| have a jacket. It's a lot nicer than
yours. You can use it.

Maddy's eyebrows clinb as she | eans forward angrily.
MADDY
| don't want your stupid jacket. |
don't want anything fromyou

ASTRI D
W aren't supposed to say stupid!

Eva is stiff as a board and unsure what to do.

ERI C
| have to pee.

Maddy turns and snaps at him
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MADDY
How is it possible you have to go
al ready?
ASTRI D
| have to go pee too.
MADDY
| told you both to go at hone!
ERI C
| did go at honme! |I'mnot stupid. |

j ust have to go again.
Astrid yells.

ASTRI D EVA
We're not supposed to say Gas station!
st upi d!

Everyone turns to look at the gas station. You could cut the
tension with a knife.

EVA CONT' D
| can buy you a new j acket.

MADDY
|'d rather freeze.

Maddy turns her back to Eva, folding her arnms tight. She is
seet hi ng.

Eva pulls into the station and around to a punp.

EXT. GASS STATI ON. COUNTRY ROAD.

As the jeep pulls in, Eva doesn't see a sem truck driving

t hrough from anot her direction. She slans on the breaks just

as the sem does the sane, barely avoiding a collision

Eva sl ans her palns on the horn and keeps it pressed for a
full ten seconds.

The driver throws his hands up in disbelief.

Al three children in the back watch in unconfortable
si |l ence.

Eva pulls up the final inches to the punp and takes a breath.
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EVA
(calmy)
You can all go pee now.

All three children clinb out of the jeep and walk into the
station. Maddy is still seething.

Eva slowy pulls her face fromthe steering wheel. She exits
and wal ks around to grab the gas line to fill up. She sees
the trucker wal king toward the shop. He is watching her as he
wal ks.

EVA ( CONT' D)
VWhat ?!

The gruff, older |ooking TRUCKER with tattoos all down his
arns throws his hands in the air.

TRUCKER
Take it easy, sister. | just want to
buy some Cheet os.
The trucker disappears into the shop.

EXT. GASS STATION. M D DAY

Maddy | eaves the shop and clinbs into the jeep. She slans her
door and tuns toward the w ndow.

Eric is already in the car, |ooking out his wi ndow, mnusic
pl ayi ng.

Eva is sitting in the front seat. She puts the car in drive
and pulls out.

MONTAGE OF DRI VI NG THROUGH DI FFERENT COUNTRY RQOADS
| NT. / EXT. JEEP. M D DAY

Maddy stares out the side wi ndow at not hing.

Eric has his headphones on and his eyes cl osed.

Eva glances irritably at the enpty seat beside her.
HOOOOONK!

A loud horn sounds. Eva junps nervously. The jeep swerves
over to the wong | ane then swerves back.

Eva | ooks in her rear view mrror. The nmassive sem -truck
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fromthe gas station is behind them

The truck swerves, trying to pull up beside them honking
loudly nultiple tines.

EVA
(unbel i ef)
He's certifiabl el

Eva speeds up, riding in the center of the two lanes so it
can't pass.

Maddy | ooks behind themand offers Eric a worried | ook. Eric
t akes hi s headphones off.

The truck swerves again and honks nultiple tines.
Eva speeds up agai n.

She | ooks into her rear view again. The trucker's armis out
the wi ndow. He is yelling sonething.

MADDY
VWhat does he want ?

ERI C
(nervous)
Maybe you should | et him pass..
Eva gives Eric a half crazed | ook.

The truck swerves again and this tinme it's too late for Eva
to get in front.

A police car that was hiding behind a sign turns its lights
on and pulls out to give chase.

The semi pulls up next to the jeep.

Eva nmanually rolls down her w ndow. The police car follows
cl ose behi nd.

EVA
What ?! what ?? What do you want ?

The sem is now directly beside them
A | ook of shock enters Eva's eyes.

Sitting in the passenger seat is Astrid. She is waving
excitedly at Eva and her siblings.
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SHOCK

Eva turns to | ook at the back seat. The m ddle seat is enpty.
Eric and Maddy share a guilty, unbelieving |ook.

As they pull onto the shoul der the police car pulls up.

EXT. SIDE OF ROAD. COUNTRY.

FOR THE ENTI RE SCENE WE STAY W TH MADDY AND ERI C AT THE JEEP

Astrid | eaps down fromthe truck and darts over to Eva who
has wal ked hal fway to the truck

Maddy and Eric are out of the jeep and the trucker is
standing next to his big rig. The Policeman speaks to the
trucker.

Astrid junps up and down and is obviously excited about her
adventure. She darts over to Maddy and Eric.

The policeman shakes the trucker's hand. The trucker waves to
Eva and the kids, then clinbs into his big-rig. As he pulls
away, the policeman wal ks up to Eva and tal ks with her. She
gives himher license. He |looks at it and then hands it back.

A nonent |later he tips his hat then wal ks away. Eva turns
toward the jeep as the kids clinb in.

| NT. JEEP. AFTERNOON.

Eva starts the jeep and drives past the policeman who waves
at her. She ignores him

Al four of the Keatings stare straight forward. Astrid is
t he only one who is grinning.

Eva reaches into her jacket pocket, grabbing her pill bottle.
She pops the Iid and swallows five or six, crunching them
l'i ke candy.
Maddy and Eric share a concerned | ook.
ASTRI D
Bl ade |l et nme honk the horn and
everything. It was so awesone!

Sil ent a nonent.
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EVA
H s name was Bl ade?

Everyone stares forward again.

ERI C
How much was the ticket?

Eva offers a confused | ook.

ERI C ( CONT' D)
Back there. He gave you a ticket...

EVA
No. He gave nme his nunber.
(beat)
Hi s nane is Aaron

Eric and Maddy's eyebrows rai se.

ASTRI D
Chhh! Soneone's getting marri ed!

There is another nonment of awkward quiet as the jeep drives
down the road. Then Astrid asks.

ASTRI D ( CONT' D)
Wo is Evil Ken Evil?

ERI C
It's Evel Knievel.
MADDY
Wy ?
ASTRI D
That's what the policeman cal |l ed Aunt
Eva.

Eva continues to stare ahead. After a nonent she begins to
giggle, she tries to suppress it, she is fighting her |augh.
She can't help it. Astrid begins to giggle, Eva is trying not
to | augh but she can't help it. Soon she is crying she is

| aughi ng so hard.

The laughter is infectious. Eric can't help but join in. Even
Maddy smles then quickly realizes what she is doing and
stops hersel f.
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| NT/ EXT. JEEP. OPEN ROAD

Al three children are in the back seat, staring out the
wi ndows silently.

| NT. JEEP. EVEN NG

As they drive into town, nobody is speaking. Maddy stares out
t he wi ndow, deep in thought. The sun hangs | ow on the
hori zon.

Eva pulls into an office conplex as her phone rings. It is
Bob. She ignores the call.

MADDY
\Were are we goi ng?

Eva parKks.

EVA
| have a neeting.

Eva exits the car.

The three kids watch her disappear up a flight up stairs and
into a doorway. Maddy's mouth is hangi ng open in disbelief.

MADDY
Are you ki ddi ng nme?

Eric puts his headphones back on and | eans back, closing his
eyes.

Maddy is angry. She exhales a | ong breath then opens her
backpack and eyes the manil a envel ope.

She opens it and retrieved a stack of papers, flipping
through themw th a confused | ook

Eric takes his headset off and | eans in, reading over her
shoul der.

I NT. PSYCHOLOGQ ST'S WAI TI NG ROOM  EVENI NG,

Eva wal ks into an office with a small waiting room A worman
sits quietly, reading a magazi ne.

A receptionist sits at the front desk.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Eva, what a pl easant surpri-
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Receptionist is clearly not being sincere. She | ooks down at
the scheduling pad in front of her.

EVA

Hell o Sandra, is Jimmy in?
RECEPTI ONI ST

|"msorry Eva... but Doctor Carter is

wi th sonmeone.

Receptioni st says the words "Dr. Carter" |like she is teaching
Eva his title for the 100th time. Eva wal ks toward the
of fice.

RECEPTI ONI ST ( CONT' D)
Eva, Eva! You can't go in there!

Eva wal ks into Dr. Carter's office.
| NT. DR CARTER S OFFI CE. EVEN NG

A man in his md 60's (DR CARTER) sits on a plush chair. H's
hair and beard are gray and he wears spectacles. Lying on a
couch across fromhimis a large man (DARYL 31) with a thick
beard and a sketchy relationship with cleanliness.

DARYL
but then nom says "I have to get
my own place.”

Dr. Carter and Daryl |ook up as Eva enters.

DR. CARTER
Eva.
EVA
Jimmy, |-
DR. CARTER
This isn't appropriate behavior.
(stands)

You need to | eave and nmake an
appoi nt ment .

EVA
You can't tell me | have a Personality
Di sorder and then expect nme to behave
appropriately.

RECEPTI ONI ST
|"msorry Doctor, | tried to stop her.
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DR CARTER
Eva, | specifically said you DO NOT
have a personality disorder. You know
very well - nowis not the tine.
(conf used)
Aren't you supposed to be with your
ni eces and nephew?

EVA
They're waiting in the jeep. |I've been
calling you.

Dr. Carter's eyebrows rise.

DR. CARTER
Yes, on ny personal phone. How did you
even get that nunber?

EVA
(nods to Receptionist)
It's on Sandra's phone.

RECPTI ONI ST
You were on ny phone?
EVA
(matter-of -fact)
Yes.
RECPTI ONI ST
(upset)
How do, what -
DR. CARTER
You brought the kids here?
EVA
(annoyed)
| already told you. They're in the
| eep.
DR. CARTER

(exasper at ed)
Whatever this is, it's going to have
to wait. Darryl is ny fina
appoi ntnment for the day and |-

EVA
Jack and Em are dead.
(beat)
They didn't even nake it to the

( MORE)
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EVA (CONT' D)
airport.

Dr. Carter's jaw drops. Receptionist is in shock. She reaches
a hand out to Eva's shoul der. Then she goes further, wapping
her in a hug.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Oh Eva, I'mso sorry!
Eva is stiff as a board. She shoots Jimmy a "help ne," | ook.
DR. CARTER

(sad/ serious)
You didn't think to nention this in
t he voice nails?

(beat)
Cone i n.

Daryl stands up.

DARYL
Do | need to- what should | do?

Dr. Carter shoots an exhausted | ook at Daryl, but before he
can say anything Eva steps in.

Eva | ooks at Daryl like it's the first time she notices him

EVA
(matter of fact)
First, you're too old to live with
your mom

Eva takes his arm And begins to guide himto the door.
Ushering the receptionist out in the process.

EVA CONT' D
(scrunches her nose)
Second, you shoul d shower nore often.
(1 ooks hi m over)
Finally, you have a strong jaw. It's
your best feature. You should shave.

Daryl, who has a pathetic straggle of hair on his chin,
stands at the entrance. He is confused, irritated and al so..
flattered? H s hand goes to his chin just as Eva shuts the
door on himand the receptionist.
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EXT. PSYCHOLOG ST''S OFFI CE. EVEN NG

Maddy, Eric and Astrid sit in the jeep. Maddy is still
t hunbi ng through the thick manuscript. Eric is listening to
his nmusic. Astrid is happily humm ng a song to herself.

Maddy shoots an irritable | ook at the office conplex. She
checks her watch and throws the manuscript into her bag. She
gets out | eaning against the jeep with arnms crossed.

Eric takes his headset off and joins her.
Astrid al so steps out.
I NT. DR CARTER S OFFI CE. EVEN NG

Dr. Carter sits in his chair. The death of Jack and Em |y has
hit himhard. He wpes a tear. Eva is on the couch, fidgeting
with pent up frustration

Eva instinctively grabs the pill bottle from her jacket
pocket. She palnms two little blue pills and swall ows them

Dr. Carter raises his eyebrows in surprise.

DR CARTER
You do realize I"'mthe one who wote
your prescription?
(beat)
Eva, how | ong have | been your
counsel or ?

EVA
19 years, 3 nonths and 2 days.

Dr. Carter leans in

DR. CARTER CONT' D
Did you know Bob and Maria were ny
suggestion? | played no snmall role in
hel pi ng place you and Jack in their
hone.

Eva i s stunned.

EVA
You' ve never mentioned this.

DR. CARTER CONT' D
It wasn't rel evant before now.
(beat)
( MORE)
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DR. CARTER CONT' D ( CONT' D)
Your case worker thought the two of
you were hopel ess. Six honmes in four
years. He wanted to split you up
(pauses and sm | es)
The first time | net you both I knew
you were special. Jack was bright-eyed

and you so wld, and... brilliant...
and | ost.
(beat)
You renenber that first session?
EVA
You wore a yellow cartigan.
(beat)
You said Jack and | were a good
team .. and also that | was
intelligent,
(beat)
and nout hy.
DR. CARTER
(smles)
You hated ne. So distrustful - and
under st andabl y.
(i ntense)

Eva, your nomdied. You felt left
behi nd. But she didn't |eave, she
died. Listen to ne, now. Jack and
Emly- they didn't | eave you either.

A tear traces Eva's face.

DR. CARTER CONT' D

(enotional)
They died. And I'm so sorry.

(beat)
But it isn't about you. It had nothing
to do with you. You aren't broken, you
are in pain. The kind of pain that
cones with |oving deeply.

(beat)
You can spend the rest of your life
| ooking for the right disorder to nmake
room for your pain, or you can choose
to face it.

(beat)
Those children need you. And you need
t hem

Eva offers a curious ook at Dr. carter on that | ast
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statenment. It matches what Bob had said the night before.

DR. CARTER CONT' D ( CONT' D)
It's time to stop hiding. It's tine to
be brave.
(sad smle)
It's time to- how does Jack put it?

EVA
(breat hl ess)
Al in.
DR CARTER
That's right, it's tine to live al
in.

SLAM

The office door bangs open to reveal a fuming Maddy. Eric is
there as well, his headphones around his neck with Astrid
beside him Receptionist is flustered.

RECEPTI ONI ST
|"'msorry, Doctor Carter, |-

MADDY
What is this place?
(to Eva)
Are you seeing a shrink? Is this the
real reason you dragged us here!

DR. CARTER
(ki ndly)
Hel | o, Maddy, so amazing to finally
meet you. | see you've cut your hair,
I like it.

Eva grabs her pill bottle and palns two nore pills. Dr.
Carter gently takes hold of her hand and offers a snmall shake
of his head.

Eva thinks a nonent, then drops the pills back in the bottle.

Dr. Carter takes in all three children. He has a very cal m ng
and fatherly way about him

DR. CARTER CONT' D
Eric?
(eric nods)
| hear you're quite the |ong-boarder!
(bends down)
( MORE)
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DR. CARTER CONT' D ( CONT' D)
And you nust be Astrid!
(Astrid grins back)

Do you still want to be an actress?
ASTRI D

Uhuh. | have a play in a couple days!
DR CARTER

| know You'll be amazing.

(stands and | ooks at themall)
Your aunt spends half of her sessions
in here braggi ng about you three.

None of the children know how to respond. Dr. Carter changes
his tone.

DR CARTER CONT' D

(gently- to Maddy first)
| knew your dad when he was just a
boy, and I net your nom once - they
were extraordi nary people. | amsorry.

(beat)
Your aunt cane here to ask for ny
advice. Can | tell you what | told
her ?

Maddy is enotional, but nods ascent.

DR CARTER
What you are experiencing nowis a
sorrow too heavy to carry alone. The
only way through this darkness is
together. You' re nom and dad knew
t his.

| NT. EVA'S CONDO. NI GHT.

Eva parks the jeep. The parking space is too tight to keep
the trailer connected. She gets out and wal ks around to the
back, di sappearing fromview as she bends down, then back up
She turns the crank. Eric watches her. Astrid is asleep.
Maddy stares forward, deep in thought.

The jeep noves a little. Then Eva pushes the enpty trailer
into its own spot.

Maddy and Eric clinb out. Eva leans in and grabs Astrid,
carrying her while she sl eeps.
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Eva wal ks up the stairs to the small condo and finds the
keys, opening the door.

| NT. EVA'S CONDO. NI GHT.

Eva enters and flips on a light. The condo is sparse. There
are no pictures on the walls. But on the coffee table is a
picture of the Keating famly.

Besides a snmall couch, Eva only has bookshel ves. Lots of
t hem

The kitchen and | ounge run together. A small bathroom and
bedroom are the only other roons.

Each bookshelf is a mx of Eva's notepads intermngled with
fiction and nonfiction books.

Maddy and Eric walk in. They are in awe. There are nore than
a hundred wel | -worn journals.

Eva opens the bedroom door and places Astrid on the bed. She
exits the room and speaks to Maddy and Eric in a quiet voice.

Eva wal ks back to the front door and di sappears outsi de.
Maddy and Eric stand for a nonent |ooking at the books.

Maddy grabs one of Eva's notepads and sits on the couch,
flipping it open.

A nonment later Eva returns with a small fishbowl in hand. A
little goldfish swins inside the bow .

Eric eyes the bowl. Eva stops, nonentarily awkward.

EVA
This is Jack Fish. He was staying with
t he nei ghbor.

Maddy offers Eva a "are you kidding ne?" | ook. Eva sees Maddy
i s holding one of her notebooks. She sets Jack Fish on the
kitchen counter, wal ks over and grabs the notebook from
Maddy.

EVA CONT' D
These are private.

Eva wal ks away with the notebook tight against her chest. She
is afraid? She softens sonewhat and tries to explain.
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EVA CONT' D ( CONT' D)
Please... they're... private.

ERI C
What are they?

Eva hesit at es.

EVA
They're ny stories.

Eva goes to a closet and grabs sone extra sheets - She can't
nmeet the children's eyes. She glances around as if only now
realizing she has three kids in her private space. Notebooks
simlar to the one she is holding are everywhere.

EVA ( CONT' D)
Un you all can share ny bed. 1'l|
sl eep out here on the couch.

Maddy and Eric share a | ook. Eva stands next to the door,
waiting for them

ERI C
So | guess we're going to sleep then?

EVA
K

Maddy nmarches into the bedroom Eric foll ows.

ON THE BEDSI DE TABLE IS A COPY OF THE MAG Cl AN S NEPHEW AS
WELL AS A BOOXX TI TLE, "THE JOURNEY OF THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY. "

Eva cl oses the door and | eans hard agai nst the wall.
I NT. EVA'S CONDO. BEDROOM NI GHT.

Eric and Maddy share a "this is strange" | ook, but neither
say a word. Eric lays down on a padded, reclining chair and
cl oses his eyes.

Maddy wal ks back to the bedroom door and al nbost opens it. She
stops herself, then |l eans against it, sliding down to a
sitting position.

After a nonment she opens her backpack and her eyes | and on

t he package addressed to her father. She retrieves it again.
This time we can see that it is a manuscript titled "Jack and
t he H dden World, by Eva Keating."
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Maddy thunbs through to where she left off earlier and
conti nues readi ng.

I NT. EVA'S CONDO. NI GHT.

Eva struggles to breathe. She grabs her bag, reaching in to
retrieve The Magician's Nephew.

Eva | eans agai nst the bookshelf that contains four other
copi es of the book, each with the sane cover. She slides
down, still leaning against it. Eva stares at the cover for a
| ong nonent before closing her eyes in exhaustion.

| NT. LI BRARY. NI GHT.

Little Eva and Little Jack hide beneath a table. Little Eva
whi spers in her brother's ear.

LI TTLE EVA
The Heroes could flee no | onger.
Appr oachi ng at breakneck speed, and
destroying all joy, destroying
Storyl and, was The Dread!

Little Jack can barely contain his excitenent.

LI TTLE JACK
(whi sper)
The Heroes had to fight!

Little Eva smles and nods to her little brother then points
at her nother's approaching feet and makes a "shushi ng”
not i on.

Ms. Keating has arrived at the end of the aisle, but doesn't
know where her children are. She wal ks past the table and
Little Eva's hand darts out, catching hold of her nother's
ankl e. Her nother squeal s and | eaps back.

LI TTLE EVA
Got vyal

Little Jack screans excitedly while his nother stunbles and
| aughs. Both children dart out from beneath the table. Ms.
Keating is drunk. Eva reads her nmons body | anguage and for a
nonent hesitates.

Then Ms. Keating offers a roguish grin and darts over to
grab a broomthat sticks out of a nearby Janitors cart.
Little Eva grins as she sees a cane that's been left behind
at one of the reading tables. She runs over and grabs it and
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then clinbs up to stand on a reading table.

MRS. KEATI NG
Argh. |'m The Dread!

Little Jack squeals and he scranbles up on top of the table.
Ms. Keating steps into her role and speaks in her best "evil
voi ce. "

MRS. KEATI NG ( CONT' D)
(menaci ng)
| have conme to destroy Storyl and! |
wi |l steal your happiness and repl ace
it with dread!

CAMERA MOVES BEH ND MRS. KEATI NG AS SHE BREAKS FRAVE VE ARE
NOW I NSI DE THE | MAG NI NGS OF THE KEATI NGS.

THEY ARE STILL IN THE LIBRARY, BUT IT IS MORE MAG CAL THAN I T
HAD BEEN A MOVENT EARLI ER. SPARKLI NG LI GHT | LLUM NATES THE
LAND AND THE LI BRARY HAS SHI FTED SO THAT |'S NOW HALF JUNGLE
HALF LI BRARY

Scores of colorful fish, a lion, polar bear, and a cheetah
swi mthrough the air. Mgical creatures clinb on the shelves
and rest of the trees. Little Jack and Little Eva are dressed
like warriors from anot her | and.

Ms. Keating is dressed |ike an evil queen, cloaked in
dar kness.

MRS. KEATI NG ( CONT' D)
| will get you children if it be the
last thing I do!

Little Eva | ooks at Little Jack.

LI TTLE EVA
Jack! Renenber, the Heroes can fly!

Little Jack whoops and hollers in excitenent as he | eaps
upward and doesn't cone back down.

Little Eva grins at her brother before | eaping up and
sonersaults through the air, flying toward her nother.

LI TTLE EVA (CONT' D)
(shout s)
At t ack!
Colorful lights sparkle as magic fills the library. Ms.
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Keating stretches out her hands, hurling "shadow bonbs." The
bonbs explode in the air, sending shadow and fl anmes outward.
The children sonersault through the air, narrowy m ssing
being hit. Ms. Keating |eaps upward flying toward her
children whil e unsheat hing her sword.

The fight is pure magic with the children flying around and
fighting their nother. Ms. Keating throw ng out shadow bonbs
and sword fighting.

Wonder and | aughter.

Ms. Keating sweeps her sword around, barely mssing Little
Eva' s head.

LI TTLE EVA ( CONT' D)
Jack!
(breathl ess)
We nust work together! The only way to
defeat The Dread and save Storyland is
if we work together!

Little Jack slices through shadows and he flies toward Eva.
For just a nonment we're back in the real library. Little Jack
is leaping off a table and rolling across the floor while
Little Eva is being spun around by her nother.

WE SW VEL ARCUND EVA AND ARE BACK | N STORYLAND

Al'l around them fish, a lion, a polar bear, stingrays and
cheetah's swimthrough the air.

Little Eva westles with her nother whose hand goes to her
chest, over her heart.

Little Eva stops fighting as her nother struggles to breathe.
WE ARE BACK I N THE LI BRARY

Ms. Keating |leans heavily against a table, trying to catch
her breath. She is obviously dizzy.

Little Jack has yet to realize the story is over. He welds
an upside down broonstick like a sword and is fighting a
nunber of unseen villains and shouti ng.

LI TTLE JACK
Take that! And that!
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LI TTLE EVA
Jack!
(beat)
JACK

Little Jack stops with a | ook of shock. Ms. Keating | eans
agai nst a bookshelf. She is pal e and breathl ess.

MRS. KEATI NG
I[t's OK
(pai ned)
Just need to sit down.

Ms. Keating wal ks over to the children's section of the
library where she sits down on a thick beanbag. Both children
wal k over. Jack clinbs on the beanbag. Eva stands and

wat ches. She is concerned. The Library grows dark.

Little Jack lays his head on his nother's lap. Little Eva
continues to stand.

MRS. KEATI NG ( CONT' D)
Conme here, darling.

Little Eva clinbs into the beanbag and snuggles up to her
nmom Ms. Keating strokes Little Jack's head as she | ooks at
Little Eva. She picks up a book about Mnarch butterflies.

MRS. KEATI NG ( CONT' D)
(slurs)
My beautiful butterfly.
(ruffles Jacks's hair)
You can protect him
(sl urred)
"' m so sorry.

Little Eva doesn't know who the apology is for. Jack has
cl osed his eyes and fallen asleep.

LI TTLE EVA
[t's ok, mama

MRS. KEATI NG
(nods)
That's your favorite?

Eva foll ows her nons gaze to The Magician's Nephew fromthe
stack of books on the floor next to her.

LI TTLE EVA
It's about a girl and a boy and a
( MORE)
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LI TTLE EVA ( CONT' D)
magi ¢ wor | d.

Ms. Keating seens to be falling al seep. But then opens her
eyes.

MVRS. KEATI NG
Read it to ne.

Eva sits up and begins to read.

LI TTLE EVA

After Digory had | ooked at the wood
for along tinme he noticed that there
was a girl lying on her back at the
foot of a tree a few yards away. Her
eyes were nearly shut but not quite.
as if she were just between sl eeping
and waki ng.

(beat)
Mama?
Mama?

No reply.
Sonet hing i s wong.
Little Eva

LI TTLE EVA ( CONT' D)
Mana?

The Magician's Nephew falls to the floor as Little Eva kneel s
besi de her unconsci ous nother we see the book still clutched
in Ms. Keatings hands. The book titled, "The Journey of the
Monarch Butterfly."

I NT. EVA'S LOUNGE. MORNI NG

Jack Fish swins around in his bow .

Morning light breaks in fromthe | ounge w ndow.

| NT. EVA'S BEDROOM MORNI NG

Astrid opens her eyes.

She stares out the wi ndow. After a nonent she sits up and
stretches.

Maddy sl eeps next to her on the bed. Eric is curled up on the
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fl oor.

I NT. EVA'S LOUNGE. MORNI NG

Astrid exits the bedroomto a nostly enpty lounge with a
nunber of carefully | abel ed boxes. Eva has packed up all her

books.

The front door is open and she is busy carrying boxes out to
t he j eep.

Astrid peers out the front door. The trailer is alnost ful
of boxes.

Eva has worked t hrough nmuch of the night.
Astrid smles at the boxes and nods approvingly at her aunt.
| NT. EVA' S BEDROOM MORNI NG

Eri c opens groggy eyes. He sits up and stares out the w ndow
a nonent.

H s eyes pop wide as he junps up. He is in his boxers and a
t-shirt.

ERI C
VWhat tine is it?

Maddy opens her eyes. She is immediately irritated with him
for waki ng her up.

ERI C CONT' D
Maddy!

MADDY
(groggy)
| don't know

ERI C
Maddy! Dad's vi deo!

Maddy hops up and grabs her phone.
THE PHONE SHOWS 8: 13 AM

MADDY
It's al ready up

Astrid pokes her head in.
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ASTRI D
\What cha doi ng?

ERI C
Dad' s vi deo!

Astrid leaps into the roomas all three children are a
m xture of excitenent and anxiety as Maddy opens the webpage
on her phone.

Maddy | ooks up to see Eva walk in with a roll of packing
t ape.

MADDY
(anger)
| can't believe you didn't wake us!

Eva's eye's wden as she realizes what Maddy is talking
about. She gl ances at the phone.

EVA
(worri ed)
What tinme is it?

Maddy is exasperated. Eric leans in as the video | oads and
presses "play."

Emly is sitting at the breakfast table. She is in her PJ's.
It's clearly early in the norning. She smles at the canera.

EM LY (ON VI DEO
Hey kids... and hello to everyone
else. I"'msorry but | don't have any
witticisns for you this norning. |
need coffee for that. Speaking of...

Em |y reaches off screen and grabs a steam ng nug.

EM LY (ON VIDEO) (CONT' D)
So, your father- Jack, for the rest of
you, asked nme to "guest host" the
video for this norning. He thought it
woul d be a "great honor." He's so
cute.

Em |y takes another sip of coffee and then reaches off screen
agai n.

EM LY (ON VIDEO (CONT' D)
| " ve been thinking about how faith
wor ks.
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Emly has a domno in her hand, showing it to the canera.

EM LY (ON VIDEO) (CONT' D)
Yes kids, |I'mabout to give an object
| esson. No groaning.

Emly sets up the dom no and then sets up a | arger dom no
next to it. You can see she is in her elenent.

EM LY (ON VI DEO) (CONT' D)
Did you know a dom no i s capabl e of
knocki ng over another domno that is
one-and-a-half tinmes its size?

She pushes the first dom no that knocks over the second.

EM LY (ON VIDEO) (CONT' D)

A two-inch dom no can topple a three-
i nch dom no

(l eans in)
And get this, a three inch will topple
a four and a half inch and by the tine
you get twenty-ei ght dom nos down, you
could take down the Enpire State
Bui | di ng.

(eyes brighten)
So here's the big idea. Ready? Faith
i s exponenti al .

Emly smles |ike she has just performed rocket science.

EM LY (ON VI DEO (CONT' D)
Ki ds, every decision we nake has a
chain reaction. It's an anmazing thing
to realize that the smallest act of
faith can transformnot just our lives
but the world we live in.

(beat)

God is love, Hi s love is always good,
He can be trusted. That is where your
dad and | have put our faith. And we
are daily discovering that this faith
can be as small as one dom no but when
we exercise it, well, the inpact is
beyond anything we can i nmagi ne.

Emly gives hand notions and a sound effect to show the
enpire state building falling.

EM LY (ON VI DEO (CONT' D)
So what ever your chall enge today,
( MORE)
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EM LY (ON VIDEO (CONT' D)
don't lose faith. The snall est
deci si on can change your worl d.

Emly | eans back sm i ng.

EM LY (ON VIDEO) (CONT' D)

That goes for everyone el se watching
as well. You too, Eva.

(beat)
K. Even though |I'm sure your dad and
| are having a grand adventure, | am
certain we are mssing you! W're
praying for you. W'll see you al
soon.

(leans into canera)
Back in tonme for your play, Astrid.
Love you- bye!

Emly leans forward to press a button. The vi deo ends.
EXT. EVA' S APARTMENT. MORNI NG

Eva stands just outside her nostly enpty apartnent, a small,
Buf fal o Trace box at her feet. She scans her hone one | ast
time. The bookshel ves are enpty. The furniture, a couple of

| anps and a vase remain. After a | ong nonent she takes a deep
breath and cl oses the door, then locks it.

She picks up the box, wal ks to the opened trailer and pl aces
it inside next to several other boxes. There is al so sone
sheets, a chair and a pile of clothes still on hangers.

The kids all stand outside, |eaning against the jeep and the
trailer. They watch their aunt silently. Eva cl oses the
trailer.

| NT. / EXT. JEEP. MORN NG

Maddy and Eva are in the jeep. Maddy is in the back seat as
Eva is backing it up to the trailer. Eric and Astrid stand

next to the trailer. The fish bow is on the ground next to
Astrid. Eric is waving, guiding Eva in.

ERI C
Keep com ng. Left, nore left, alittle
nmore, a little nore, keep it com ng.

ASTRI D
(al so trying to hel p)
Al nost there. Left!
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BOOM The jeep runs into the trailer.

ERI C
St op!

ASTRI D
Perf ect!

Eva's eyes find Maddy in the rearview mrror. Maddy cracks a
small smle. She can't help it.

EXT. JEEP. MORN NG

The kids watch as Eva bends over the trailer hitch, westling
to get it attached.

| NT. / EXT. JEEP. M D MORNI NG
Everyone sits silently, staring forward as Eva dri ves.

Astrid holds Jack Fish, sticking her finger in the water and
trying to pet him

EVA

Mom used to take Jack and | to the
nost fantastic playground. There were
tall yellow netal slides. As tall as
trees with swings that went into the
cl ouds.

(excited)
And there was a nerry-go-round that we
used to pretend was a UFO.

(seenms to change the subject)
In 1992 there were conprehensive
statew de regul ations for playground
safety, inplenented.

(1 ooks at Maddy)
They were the result of a national
survey's findings that sw ngs, slides,
and nmerry-go-round's accounted for 71%
of playground acci dents.

The kids are confused, but they are still giving Eva al
their attention.

EVA (CONT' D)
(sad to Astrid)
They don't nake nerry-go-rounds
anynore.
(thoughtful, al nost pained)
| haven't been to that park since nom
( MORE)
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EVA ( CONT' D)
di ed.
(gl ances back)
Do you want to see it?

Al three children nod "yes."

The jeep suddenly junps two | anes and does a wild u-turn. The
u- haul hops a curb and bounces around for a noment as sparks

fly.

Astrid barely manages to keep hold of Jack Fish
Eric grins at the stunt.

EXT. H GHWAY. MORNI NG

THE JEEP DRI VES DOMN THE HI GHWAY.

THE JEEP DRI VES DOWMN A COUNTRY ROAD.

THE JEEP DRI VES DOWN A MOUNTAI N ROAD. FAR BELOWIS A
MEANDERI NG LAKE. I T IS STUNNI NG

BESI DE THE LAKE ARE A NUMBER OF FALLI NG DOM NCES. EACH DOM NO
| S FALLI NG | NTO A DOM NO ONE AND A HALF TIMES I T'S SI ZE
SOON, THE DOM NOS AT THE END ARE THE SI ZE OF SKY RI SERS

THE JEEP DRI VES | NTO A MAMMVOTH WALMART PARKI NG LOT.
| NT. / EXT. WALMART PARKI NG LOT. AFTERNOON.

The jeep is parked in front of the Walmart. A lone butterfly
fl aps past the Keatings and into the darkness. Astrid' s eyes
follow it a noment.

Astrid stares at the building with a perpl exed | ook.

ASTRI D
The nerry-go-round is in Wal mart?

| NT. WALMART. AFTERNOON.

Eva and the kids walk the aisle. Astrid still holds Jack
Fi sh.

Eva stops suddenly in the mddle of the sporting goods aisle.

EVA
(poi nts)
There was a baseball field over there.
( MORE)
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EVA (CONT' D)
And a small creek between the field
and the playground.
(smles)
| renmenber one tine this bully, Jame
Doogl e- he called ne nanmes from across

t he creek.
(t hi nks)
Qdd Eva. Odd Eva.
(di sbelief)
Jack was so mad he skipped a rock at
Doogl e.
(smles)

It hit himin the stonmach.

MADDY
What happened.

EVA
We ran.

ERI C

Did he chase you?

Eva is distracted. She wal ks a few paces to the mddle of the
isle then sits and lays flat on the fl oor.

EVA
The nmerry-go-round was right here.

Astrid watches Eva, then places Jack Fish down and | ays next
to her aunt.

Eric and Maddy stare a nonment. Eric joins.
Finally Maddy al so joins.
Eva opens her eyes and stares at the ceiling.
They all stare at the ceiling as Eva speaks.
EVA (CONT' D)
Jack' s al ways been ny best friend.
(beat)
After nom di ed, he was the only one
who understood ne... who didn't see ne
as odd or... "broken."

Maddy becones enotional at Eva's words.
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EVA (CONT' D)
We woul d get the nerry-go-round
spinning as fast as it would go and
then |lie down and make believe.
(closes her eyes and sm | es)
This is the first place we played the
Story Gane.

ERI C
Dad al ways said you were the best
storyteller in the world.

Eva is slightly nervous at the conplinent.

MADDY
Way did you stop?

Eva takes a nonent to answer.

EVA

After momdied we had no one. W |ived
in an orphanage for a year and then a
nunber of foster homes. It... it
wasn't good. Your dad and | escaped
into ny stories because they were the
only safe place for us.

(wi nces)
Eventual ly we ended up with Bob and
Maria... and Jack was finally
protected. He didn't need ny stories
anynore.

Eva smles, but it's a sad snile.

EVA CONT' D
But not nme- | was a rudderl ess boat in
an angry sea.
(beat)
So | left. | noved back to the | ast

place | felt safe. At least, that's
what Ji mmy says.
(clinical)
Recl usi ve personality is a w despread
pattern of inhibition around peopl e,
feeling i nadequate and being very
sensitive to negative eval uati on.
(beat)
|'ve not been di agnosed with RPD
t hough.

Maddy wat ches Eva out of the corner of her eye.
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MADDY
Dad said your inmagination could nmake
hi m see invisible worlds.
(beat)
Wul d you tell us a story?

Eva stiffens.

EVA
Mom al ways said that she could fee
God smle when | told ny stories.

WALMART EMPLOYEE
| don't know what this is, but you al
need to get off the floor before ny
manager sees.

Al four Keatings | ook over at WALMART EMPLOYEE (| ate teens).
He is uninpressed and confused. Eva ignores him

EVA
(sincere)
Can | show you our nost favorite pl ace
in the whole worl d?

The kids all nod and Eva sits up.
EVA (CONT' D)
Great. | just gotta get one thing
first.
| NT. / EXT. JEEP. WALMART PARKI NG LOT. AFTERNOON.

CLGSE UP OF EVA' S SHOES AS SHE WALKS W TH THE KI DS TOMRD THE
JEEP. SHE IS WEARI NG THE SHCES SHE NOTED ON JAYDEN

THE JEEP DOORS CLOSES.
Full night has fallen as the jeep drives down the highway.

Maddy and Eric watch Eva as if seeing her for the first tine.
Eric isn't wearing his headphones.

ERI C
What did Dad | eave for you in the
freezer?

Eva retrieves the book fromher bag. Eric and Maddy share a
| ook.
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ASTRI D
That's Dad's favoritel

EVA

(speaks al nost to hersel f)
"The Whod between the Wrlds," said
Polly, dreamly. It sounds rather
nice."

(Eva offers a sad smle)
Wen we went to the orphanage Jack and
| woul d dream of escaping to anot her
world |ike Digory and Polly do.

Eva pulls into a |l arge parking | ot.
She cuts the engine and exits. She is clearly afraid.

ASTRI D
What are we doi ng here?

Eva starts wal ki ng wi t hout | ooking back.

EVA
Fol | ow ne.

Al three kids exit and follow their aunt. Astrid still
carrying Jackfi sh.

Eva wal ks past the main doors and over to a small alley.

In the mddle of the alley is a door for janitorial staff.
Eva pushes on it.

The door clicks open. Eva smiles.
The Keatings enter the buil ding.
| NT. LI BRARY. NI GHT.

The library is closed for the night. Nobody is inside. It is
the sane library we have been in before.

MADDY
| don't think we're supposed to be in
her e.

All three children are in awe at the mammoth |ibrary. EVA

WALKS PURPCSEFULLY, MANEUVERI NG THROUGH THE ROAS OF BOOKS AND
| NTO THE CENTER OF THE MAJESTI C LI BRARY
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EVA
We're not.
Eva goes behind the librarian's desk and flips a switch.
Lanps turn on throughout, offering small, pools of |ight.
ERI C

What are we doi ng?

Eva wal ks over to Astrid and takes the fishbow, setting
Jackfish on the librarian's desk.

She wal ks deeper into the library trailed by Astrid.
Maddy and Eric share a concerned | ook before follow ng.

Eva i s nervous. She has not shared her stories with anyone
except her nom and Jack. Yet when she speaks, she uses the
tone and voice of a master storyteller. As she speaks, any
oddness or stiffness di sappears.

EVA
The Heroes had no idea the Dread was
com ng.

Astrid can barely contain herself, junping up and down.

ASTRI D
Dad always tells stories of the
Heroes. Are the flying animals here as
wel | ?!

A small smle crosses Eva's face. Jack told themny stories?
Astrid's face lights up as she turns in a slow circle.

Eva kneel s beside Astrid and nods.

EVA
Can you see thenf?

Astrid shakes her head "no."

EVA CONT' D
There. And there. Turtles, a lion,
(points in another direction)
a school of fish

ASTRI D
| see them Oh, and there's a bear!

Eric smles and clearly wants to join but is holding back.
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Maddy seens unconfortabl e.

EVA CONT' D
You need to be careful, npst of them
are harm ess, but they are wild
ani mal s.

Wonder and fear paint Astrid s face as she | ooks around the
library.

EVA CONT' D ( CONT' D)
Astrid the Brave couldn't have been
nore terrified. She knew there was
danger near by.
(fearfully)
Ch no. It's com ng!

Eva's head jerks up as if she just heard a sound. A | ook of
terror enters her eyes.

ASTRI D
VWhat ? What is it?

EVA
Run!

Eva sprints away, disappearing down an aisle.

Astrid watches a nonent, then grins as she darts after her
aunt. Maddy and Eric share a considering | ook before
follow ng at a wal k.

Astrid arrives at the end of the aisle to see Eva drop to the
floor and | eopard crawl underneath a table. It is the sane
tabl e she and Jack hid under years ago.

Astrid drops and joins her aunt.

ASTRI D
VWhat is it? Wiat's happeni ng?

Eva makes a shushing notion with her finger as Maddy and Eric
arrive at the end of the aisle. They don't know where Eva and
Astrid are.

EVA
(soft whi sper)
Thi s eneny has becone far nore
dangerous over the years. I|If they
touch you, you'll be turned to stone.
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Maddy and Eric take a few steps, searching. Eric is smling
while Maddy is clearly deep in thought.

Eric wal ks past the table. Eva's hand shoots out and grabs
his ankle. Eric shrieks and | eaps back.

Astrid dies |aughing as she and Eva scranble out. Eva darts
to the nearest bookshelf and grabs two arnfuls of books and
qui ckly begins scattering themall over the library fl oor.

EVA ( CONT' D)
(to Astrid)
Qui ck, grab sone StoryM nes. Anyone
who touches themw |l be blown to
sm t her eens.

Astrid sees Eva and does the sane. Eva and Astrid stalk
around the table, keeping Eric safely on the other side. They
continue scattering books as they go.

Maddy hangs back, watching closely as she runs her fingers
al ong the books with a | ook of deep concentration.

MADDY
Aunt Eva. ..

Eva doesn't hear her. She turns to Eric and tosses one at
him He ducks. He can't help but smle at the absurdity of
it.
ASTRI D
(points at Maddy)

You won't capture ne! | amAstrid the

Brave and | will fight!
Eva darts to a side cubby where the janitor's cart is kept.
She grabs two broons, a nop and a | ong duster.
Eva throws a broomto Eric who grabs it out of the air and
offers a nop to Astrid. Maddy has turned her attention fully
to Eva.

MADDY
Aunt Eval

Eva finally slows, turning to Maddy.
MADDY CONT' D
Is this Storyl and?
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Eva stops and nods to Maddy with a knowing smle. Eric and
Astrid look around the library with an even greater sense of
wonder .

ERI C
[t's real!l

Eva turns to Eric and swings the broomwIdly.

Eric's eyes widen in shock as he | eaps back. Eva doesn't
hesitate, but |eaps atop one of the tables, takes a running
step and dives to the top of another table and then | eaps off
to land directly in front of Astrid.

EVA
The only way to defeat the Dread is to
wor k t oget her

Astrid laughs as she crawls onto a chair and then junps up to
a table in front of Maddy.

Astrid swings her nmop forcefully. Maddy knows Astrid doesn't
have the skill - to not hit her. She steps back. Astrid
points at the the Storym nes.

ASTRI D
Careful not to step on a Storym ne or
you'll be bl own up
Eva swings at Eric again who dives into a roll, with broomin

hand.

Eva dashes to the librarian's desk and grabs a handful of
r ubber - bands.

She hops atop a table, and shoots one at WMaddy..

EVA
(to Astrid)
| think we just found the | eader of

t he Dread.

Maddy | ooks back at Eva. Eva has a second rubber band ai nmed
at Maddy with a smle on her face. A slow sm | e spreads
across Maddy's face. She | ooks back and spies a water bottle
on the janitor cart next to her. She darts back and turns to
her aunt with a wicked grin. She ains it at Eva.

Eva pl aces her hands up warily taking a step back.
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MADDY
Al'l hail Dread, Maddy!

She squirts the water and Eva ducks. The water instead sprays
Eric.

Astrid burst out | aughing.

SUDDENLY, EVERYTHI NG BURSTS | NTO MOTI ON. WE CI RCLE BEH ND EVA
AND WHEN SHE BREAKS FRAME WE ARE NOW I N THEIR | MAG NI NGS5

Astrid does not conme down from her |eap. She can now fly. Al
of them can

Al'l four now wear fantastical costunmes. Fish, turtles,
stingrays, a bear and pol ar bear, and a cheetah sw mthrough
the air. H gh above the giant butterfly flitters.

Eva flies toward Eric with sword outstretched. They neet in
md-air, circling around in a deadly duel. Each tinme their
swords neet, lightning flashes across the library.

Astrid flips over Maddy's head and when she | ands she sweeps
Maddy's feet out fromunder her. Maddy is |aughing as she
falls.

To her great fear, Maddy realizes she has fallen directly on
a Storym ne

She screans as she is blown to smthereens.
| NT. LI BRARY. CH LDREN S SECTI ON. NI GHT.

Eric is sleeping on one beanbag and Astrid on another. Eva
and Maddy are | aying on bean bags next to each other. Astrid
is laying next to Eva as Eva runs her fingers through
Astrid's hair.

Hangi ng fromw res above the children's section of the
library are a nunber of plastic animals. There are fish, a
pol ar bear, a cheetah, and nore.

MADDY
(whi sper)
|"mso angry. Al the tine. At you, at
nom and dad. ..
(beat)
at Cod.

As Eva listens tears |l eak fromher eyes. For a |ong nonent,
nobody speaks.
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EVA

| left your dad with Bob and Maria the
nonent | turned 18.

(beat)
| was so angry. At ny nom at the |oss
of ny hone, at God. Bob woul d preach
about how God was good. But how coul d
He be good? You know?

Maddy nods, but doesn't nove from Eva's side.

EVA CONT' D

But your dad never stopped believing
in me, loving ne. Your nomtoo. They
never | ost trust.

(beat)
| haven't had faith for a long tine,
and | don't know how God's goodness
wor ks. . .

(1 ooks at Maddy)
but I know what it |ooks |ike.

Eva shifts so she can | ook Maddy in the eyes. Maddy is

| ooking intently at her Aunt, like she is seeing her for the
first tinme, like she is giving her the answers to the

uni verse. Eva reaches out and touches Maddy's face.

EVA CONT' D (CONT' D)
And it's beautiful..

Maddy smles very slightly. Then she noves a little closer to
her aunt and cl oses her eyes.

MADDY
(whi spers)
Pl ease don't | eave us.

EVA
Never.

EXT. LI BRARY. EARLY MORNI NG

The first rays of sun land on Eva's face.

The library has a sparkling brilliance to it.

| NT. LI BRARY. EARLY MORNI NG

Eva and the kids are all asleep on bean bags in the
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children's reading section. Eva is in a slouched, sitting
position with her back against a wall of books. Maddy, Eric
and Astrid are all around her. Astrid has her head on Eva's
| ap. Maddy and Eric sleep on either side, |eaning into her.
Jack Fish is beside Astrid.

TEDDY
Hel | 0?

Eva opens her eyes and blinks at the norning |ight. TEDDY
(50), wears a janitor's uniformand is pushing the half enpty
janitor's cart.

Eric and Astrid open their eyes, sitting up and stretching
awkwar dl y.

EVA
Teddy. H . | like your hat.

Teddy's eyes shift to the kids and to all of the books
scattering the library floor. Eva quickly clues back in.

EVA CONT' D
This is Maddy, Eric and Astrid.
(to kids)

This is Teddy. He... he works here.
Eric offers a half smle and wave of his hand.

TEDDY
Hi ...
(to Eva)
| thought you were gone for the week.
(1 ooks around)
Did you sl eep here again?

Eva nods.

MADDY
You wor k here?

Eva smles secretively at Maddy as though she played a good
j oke on her.

EVA
(to Teddy)
| won't be working here anynore Teddy.
| amgoing to live with ny nieces and
nephew.

Teddy assesses the situation, thinking a nonent.

( CONTI NUED)



79

80

86.
CONTI NUED:  ( 3)

TEDDY
XK, Eva.
(beat)
"1l mss you.

Eva stands and noves her hand to clap Teddy on the shoul der
t hen stops herself awkwardly.

EVA CONT' D
Thank you.

(to kids)
Let's go. W have a play to get to.

Teddy watches them go. Eva and the kids exit the library.
Astrid carries Jack Fish.

| XT./ EXT. JEEP. EARLY MORNI NG

The jeep pulls out of the library. The sunrise is stunning.
Everyone stares out the window as they drive. No one speaks,
but there is relative peace. Maddy is in the back seat. After
a nonent she retrieves the manuscript from her backpack and
conti nues readi ng.

Al are still hurting, but the night before has gone a | ong
way toward the begi nnings of healing.

As they drive, a burnt out field they are driving past
suddenly shows signs of life as a few beautiful flowers and a
tree begin to sprout.

EXT. WAFFLE HOUSE. MORNI NG

The Keatings sit on the curb outside a Waffl e House.

Astrid is happy. She stretches her arns high. Eric holds
Eva's phone. On Eva's plate is a half eaten soggy waffle.

ASTRI D
Those were the best waffl es ever!

ERI C
You say that every tine.

ASTRI D
That's because it's true every tine.

Eric pushes a button.
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EVA
D d you know that waffles have been
around since the 14th century?

Maddy, Eric and Astrid | ook at Eva. Maddy sm |l es.

ERI C
It's up!

Jack Keatings blog begins to play.
JACK (ON VI DEO

Hell o friends. Thanks for hangi ng out
with our famly these |ast several

days! | just watched Em s video before
| added it to the queue, and WON So
good. | married way up.

(checks his watch)
Rat her than anything new, | want each
of you to go back and watch Em s video
again. And then... are you ready?

Exci tenent shines in Jack's eyes.

JACK (ON VIDEO) CONT'D
Hashtag Dom no Faith
(Jack is proud of hinself)
| chal | enge each of you to trust God
and risk in a way you never have
before. Go all in. Knock over sone
dom no' s today!

EMLY (O S.)
Jack! There will be no Inca trail if
we don't go, now

JACK (ON VI DEQ) CONT' D
Right! OK Kids, by now we're flying
39, 000 feet sonewhere just south of
Mam . We'll be hone soon!

EMLY (ON VIDEOQ O S
' m | eaving now.

JACK (ON VI DEO
(1 aughs)
Gotta go.
(calls out to Emly)
| need two mnutes to add this |ast
video to the queue!
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JACK (ON VI DEO) (CONT' D)
Kids, we |ove you, we nmiss you and we
will see you tonight at Astrids play!

Jack turns the gopro, we see Emly carrying her bag down the
stairs. Maddy, Eric and Astrid are at the bottom of the
stairs. Jack turns the canera on his famly.

EM LY (ON VI DEO
We | ove you so nuch and we will mss
you so nuch

We watch Em |y hug each child and kiss themon the forehead.
Jack turns the canera on hinself with the kids in background

JACK (ON VI DEO
K, we're off on a grand advent ure!
W'l |l see you soon.

The vi deo ends. Nobody says a word. The video was created
maybe twenty mnutes before their death.

| NT. / EXT. BACK ROADS. MORNI NG

Eric is in the back seat, sleeping with his head | eaning
agai nst the wi ndow. Astrid is |ooking out the w ndow.

Maddy is in the front seat. She has the manuscript on her
| ap. Eva gl ances over.

EVA
VWhat is that?

Maddy is suddenly awkward as she puts the manuscript down and
gl ances at Eva.

MADDY CONT' D
| think I know what the surprise is.

Eva i s confused.

MADDY CONT' D ( CONT' D)
That ny Dad was tal ki ng about .

Maddy shows the manuscript to Eva. The title is "Jack Keating
and the Hi dden World, by Eva Keating."

Eva eyes the manuscript as if Maddy is hol ding a snake. Then
Maddy holds up a letter.
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MADDY CONT' D ( CONT' D)
It's froma publisher. They | ove your
book.

Eva sinply | ooks ahead.

MADDY CONT' D ( CONT' D)
| think ny Dad nust have sent it to
t henf

Eva nods.

MADDY CONT' D ( CONT' D)
| read it... It's amazing.

A tear escapes Eva's eye. She drives a nonent |onger before
pulling to the curb.

MADDY CONT' D ( CONT' D)
What is it? Wiy are we stopping?

Eric opens his eyes as he leans forward. Al three kids turn
to |l ook at what's caught Eva's attention. They are at the top
of a steep hill. The beautiful rolling valley bel ow | ooks
like it goes on forever. A shimrering |lake is also in the

di st ance.

ASTRI D
WO w.

Wnder is in every eye.

MADDY
Yeah. .. wow.

Eva | ooks at the kids. She sm|es.
Eric's eyes drift to the steep road in front of them
A | ook of resolve. He opens the door and wal ks to the back of
the jeep. Eva watches in interest as he fetches his
| ongboard, hel net and pads.
Everyone exits to see what Eric is doing.
Maddy | ooks fromEric to the insanely steep hill.
MADDY ( CONT' D)

You sure? This is a | ot steeper than
the hill you were training on
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Eric dons his el bow and knee pads as he speaks.

ERI C
(grins)

Eva assesses the situation. She hands her phone to Maddy and
clinbs onto the jeep, opening the top.

EVA
If you're going to do this, we've got
to get it on video.

Eva and Astrid share a grin as they clinb in.

MADDY
You' ve got this!

Maddy clinbs into the jeep and stands on the passenger seat,
filmng Eric.

EVA CONT' D
You can do this.

Eric nods then steps on and pushes off - hard.

Eva guns it, sending dirt flying as she pulls up, nonmentarily
catching up and driving beside Eric. She slowy pulls back
and follows froma safe distance. Maddy keeps the canera
pointed at Eric.

Al'l three Keating women watch Eric with a m xture of hope,
awe and fear painting their faces.

Eric is magnificent. He flies down the nountain at a
br eakneck pace.

CUT TO
W are now with Eric.

Eric is terrified. He is focused. The ride is insane. Eric
swerves around a | arge rock

CUT TO

Sonet hi ng pops beneath the hood of the jeep as steam and
snoke billow out. The jeep lurches to a stop as Eva pulls to
the side of the road. She shares a quick | ook with Maddy
before ignoring the steam and standi ng besi de Maddy, who
continues fil m ng.
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CUT TO
We are back with Eric. Faster still he goes.

We hear the voice fromone of Jack's blogs as Eric
| ongboards. W cut between Eric and the girls watching.

JACK V. O
When did we start believing that
playing it safe is safe? That there is
any greater privilege than sacrifice?
It's time to quit living as if the
purpose of life is to arrive safely at
deat h.

Eric goes | ow as he rounds a corner and pl aces a gl oved hand
on the pavenent to slow his run so he doesn't shoot over the
cliff.

Eric's eyes go wide as he see's a tree branch in his way.

JACK V. O (CONT' D)
Live your life all in. Choose faith,
choose one anot her, choose adventure.

Eva, Maddy and Astrid shield their eyes against the sun,
wat ching Eric with pride.

Eric perforns an insane |ongboard ollie over the branch and
| ands the stunt. To top it off he shifts into a side- sliding
st op.

Eric takes his helnet off. He's out of breath and happy.
| NT. / EXT. OPEN ROADS. MORNI NG

Eric has wal ked all the way back to the jeep that is now on
the side of the road. Al the Keatings are standing around

t he opened hood that is still steamng slightly. Astrid is

begi nning to hyperventil ate.

MADDY
Astrid, it's going to be K W'l
figure this out!
Eva checks her phone while Maddy retrieves hers.

EVA
No signal.
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MADDY
M ne too.

Astrid tries to slow her breathing. Eric tries to confort
her.

ASTRI D
No!

Eva pulls her pills out of her pocket and pal ns a coupl e,
offering themto Astrid.

EVA
Here. These wi |l hel p.

Maddy' s eyebrows shoot high as Astrid doesn't hesitate. She
grabs them throws them back and swal |l ows. Astrid wal ks away,
too upset to stand still.

Maddy wal ks over and whi spers furiously.

MADDY

What did you just give her?
EVA

Sugar pills.

Maddy | ooks at her questioningly.

EVA CONT' D
Jimmy told nme to take them whenever |
was anxi ous.
(beat)
He said they would hel p people
understand ne better.

Maddy offers Eva a strange | ook.
EVA
(explains as if obvious)
They hel p cal m everyone down.

Eric neets Maddy's eyes and sm | es.

Eva clinbs onto the top of the jeep and turns in a sl ow
circle. She points.

EVA ( CONT' D)
Ther e.

A farmhouse stands not far fromthe road.
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EXT. FARVHOUSE ROAD. MORNI NG

The Keating's are in the jeep with the trailer in tow It
drives around 5 mles an hour. The back of the Jeep is
rocki ng up and down due to the busted axle.

Afarmwife MLDRED (md 70's), sits on the porch watching
the jeep. On a snmall side table is an opened | aptop and a cup
of coffee.

Everyone clinbs out and wal ks toward the house. Astrid hol ds
Jack Fish. As the Keatings close the gap, MIldred | eans
forward with a | ook of interest.

EVA
Hell o, we are -

ASTRI D
Qur jeep is broken and | need to get
to Baltinore- stat!

M|l dred takes a sip of her coffee and watches with a strange
and sonewhat unbelieving | ook.

MADDY
Coul d we borrow your phone? W don't
have a signal

M I dred' s husband WALLACE (md 70's) steps out of the house
with his own cup of coffee.

WALLACE
VWhat's this all about?

Ml dred' s eyes never |eave the children, but her arm goes up
to tug Wall ace's sl eeve.

M LDRED
VWall ace. It's them

Wal | ace's eyes narrow as they | ook at his wfe who gl ances at
her | aptop and then back at him WAllace studies the Keatings
a nonent.

WALLACE
VWho?

M LDRED

Maddy, Eric and Astrid... am|l right?
The Keatings?
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Col | ective jaws drop.

M LDRED ( CONT' D)
And t hat neans you must be Aunt Eva?

Eva, Maddy, Eric and Astrid are all confused.

WALLACE
O course it is!
(beat)
M I dred and | have been wat chi ng your
father's videos fromthe past few
days.

M LDRED
| am sorry for your |oss. W' ve been
prayi ng for you.

Mldred is alittle enotional. Eva and the kids are just

conf used.

r oad.

Wal | ace' s eyes wander to the jeep far down the

WALLACE
Trouble with the jeep?

Astrid starts pacing as she beconmes progressively nore

pani cked.

Everyone

The ki ds

ASTRI D
The notor is steam ng and we need to
| eave now~
ERI C
How do you... how do you know about ny
dad's bl og?
WALLACE

MIly saw sonething about it on the
news a few days back. But 1'd seen it
al ready on The Facebook.

is still confused.

WALLACE CONT' D
You know about the Facebook?

all nod "yes." They know about The Facebook.

EVA
M. Wallace, we really need to get to
Baltinmore. It's inportant.
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WALLACE CONT' D
Don't worry. I'mgoing to call ny boy.
Aaron can get you there.

As Wal | ace steps inside, MIldred snaps into gear.

M LDRED
Are you hungry? W were just about to
eat lunch. Wiy don't you conme in and
let me feed you? Wallace will have you
sorted out.

I NT. FARVHOUSE. LOUNGE. MORNI NG

Eric and Maddy sit at a kitchen table. They are on their
dad's web page. Jack Fish swins in his bow beside them

ERI C
(stunned)
This nmorning' s video al ready has
28, 000 vi ews.

Maddy and Eric share an unbelieving | ook. Eric continues
clicking around the site.

ERI C ( CONT' D)
Hashtag Domi no Faith is trending..

EXT. FARM HOUSE. NOON.
A police car arrives at the farnmhouse.
Everyone wal ks out si de.

The policeman steps outside his car, IT IS AARON, THE
PCLI CEMAN FROM EARLI ER

Wal | ace steps down and gives his son a hug.

WALLACE
Son, these fine folk are the Keatings.

Aaron | ooks at Eva with recognition and then m schief in his
eyes.

AARON
Ei vel Knievel, yes, we've net.
(gl ances at | eep)
Seens you're still up to your
dar edevil ways.
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Eva is quiet, wary and... maybe anused. \Wallace and M| dred
stare at the two of thema nonent. Maddy and Eric share a
| ook.

WALLACE
You two know each ot her?

EVA AARON
No. Yes.

AARON ( CONT' D)
(to Eva)
| knew you'd call eventually.

EVA
(matter of fact)
| didn't... Your dad call ed because

our jeep is broken and Astrid has to
get to her play.

AARON
(grins)
You still nanaged to get ne here.

Aaron grins. Eva is confused and fl ustered.

M LDRED
(ot herly)
This is no tinme for flirting, son!

Aaron is suddenly flustered as Eva's confusion becones
enbarrassnment. Maddy watches with eyebrows raised. A
butterfly flutters around Aaron for a nonent.

M LDRED ( CONT' D)
We need to get the Keatings to
Baltinmore and we need it to happen
yest er day.

ASTRI D
(ear nest)
| have to get to ny play. It's an
ener gency!

AARON
(chasti sed)
l'"'m yes ma'am |'msorry.
(1 ooks to Eva and ki ds)
How can | hel p?
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EXT. FARMHOUSE. AFTERNOON.

Wal | ace and Mldred stand in their driveway as the police
crui ser speeds away.

M | dred waves.
| NT. / EXT. OPEN ROADS. PQOLI CE CAR EARLY EVEN NG

Eva sits in the passenger seat of the police car. The kids
are in the back. Astrid holds Jack Fish.

The car slows to a stop in rush hour traffic. Aaron pushes a
button and the sirens sound. He pulls onto the shoul der and
speeds past the stand-still traffic.

Astrid is obviously worried. Maddy sits with her arns around
her sister, trying to give confort.

MADDY
Do you want to go through your line
agai n?
Astrid shakes her head "no."

The police car turns a corner. The church is visible at the
end of the road.

EVA CONT' D
What' s goi ng on?

Cars line both sides of the road and hundreds of people are
wal ki ng toward the church

Everyone | ooks out the car windows with a m xture of
confusi on and concern.

As the police car pulls up to the church we see a coupl e of
reporters waiting with caneras ready.

EVA
(poi nts)
Pul I around back.
Eva grabs her pill bottle and swall ows a coupl e.
Astrid |l eans forward, pal mopen and outstretched.
Eva only now realizes she took the pills.

Maddy and Eric's hands are al so there, open pal ned.
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Eva shrugs and pours a few into each of their hands. Aaron
wat ches with eyebrows rai sed.

Eva | ooks at hi m askew. Aaron shrugs then reaches out his
hand as well. Eva offers a considering | ook before pouring a
couple pills. Aaron throws them back, crunching down.

They drive past reporters and around to the back of the
chur ch.

Eva hops out and tries the back alley door. It is |Iocked. She
sl ans her pal ns against it repeatedly.

The door opens. Bob is inside and | ooking pani cked.
| NT. CHURCH. EVEN NG

BOB
Oh, thank God. |'ve been trying to
reach you

Bob wraps each of the kids in a hug. Astrid still holds Jack
Fi sh.

ERI C
What ' s happeni ng out si de?

BOB CONT' D
Just after you left, the | ocal news
covered your dad's bl og. Fol ks have
been calling to buy tickets- we aren't
even selling tickets.
(beat)
The parking lots a ness.

AARCN
| can help with that.

Bob | ooks at Aaron, confused.

EVA
Aar on, Bob. Bob, Aaron.

MADDY
"1l explain later.

Aar on nods and | eaves.
BOB CONT' D
We were just about to postpone the
pl ay, but Maria insisted-
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ASTRI D
NO You can't!

Astrid turns to her Aunt Eva and G andpa Bob.

ASTRI D CONT' D EVA
Pl ease! We're not canceling it.

Maria has entered just as Astrid bursts out.

MARI A
No. You're here now, honey.
(to the others)
Good to see you all.

(to Astrid)
Come on hun, let's get you into
cost une.

Astrid is nervous, focused and very determ ned. She hands
Jack Fish to Maddy.

I NT. CHURCH AUDI TORI UM EVEN NG

Every seat is full. Many people who have no seats stand in
the back or line the aisles.

A nunber of seats have been reserved a couple rows back from
the front. Eva, Eric, Maddy and Aaron make their way to the
front.

Aaron sits wth Jack Fish on her |ap. Aaron and Eva sit
together. Eric sits next to Reese who stands up and gives him
a w ap-around hug.

REESE
Did you know you' re fanous?

The stage lights go on. A large curtain has been drawn
acr oss.

REESE CONT' D
"1l tell you nore |ater

Jayden sits off to the side of the stage on a stool. He waves
at Eva and the kids before speaking into a mc.

JAYDEN O. S.
It was a dark and storny night.

Lights flash as the sound of |ightning cracks through the

( CONTI NUED)



100.
CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

auditorium The curtains rise. The audi ence appl auds.

WE ENTER A MJUSI CAL MONTAGE W TH A MELLOW SOUNDI NG TUNE THAT
BU LDS TO A CRESCENDO. WE CUT BETWEEN CLOSE UP'S OF KEATI NGS
ASTRID S PLAY, AND AUDI ENCE REACTI ON

Astrid and a group of kids carry a cardboard boat on stage.
It | ooks like they are inside the boat.

A kid in the back has a | ong beard and | ooks kinda |ike
Jesus.

Jesus kid stretches his arns high and yawns, then pretends to
fall asleep.

Audi ence | aughs.

Eva gl ances around the audi ence. She sees the faces of her
extended famly. Every child who came through Bob and Maria's
house is here, watching Astrid with rapt attention.

More kids run on stage with cardboard cutouts that |ook Iike
waves and w nd.

Boat begins to rock. Kids bounce about |ike crazy. One kid
falls out. Audience |aughs.

For Eva this is pure magic. Aaron watches Eva al nost as much
as he watches the play.

Eva studies her "brothers and sisters,"” then shifts her
attention to Bob and Maria. They watch Astrid with pure
delight. Eva nods to herself. This is her famly.

Shark Kid swi ns past.

Eva, Maddy and Eric | augh.

Astrid stands and shouts sonet hi ng.

Eva watches Astrid, nesnerized.

Astrid pretends to vomt.

Ki ds on stage | augh. Audi ence | aughs.

The boat is about to tip.

Astrid bends down and shakes Jesus Ki d.

Jesus ki d awakens and yawns agai n.
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Eva and Aaron are now hol di ng hands.

The kids dressed as waves and wi nd are spinning now The
stormis bad.

Jesus kid says sonething. Astrid shouts and points.

Shark Kid | eaps into boat. Everyone but Jesus Kid dives out
and pretends to be sw mm ng.

Audi ence/ Keati ngs | augh hysterically.
Jesus Kid | ooks at Shark Kid and points at waves.

Shark Kid | eaps fromboat. Everyone in the water screans as
t hey scranble back into the boat.

Jesus Kid | ooks up to the sky and says sonet hi ng.
Waves and wi nd di sappear off stage.
Kids all stand and take a bow.

The lights go up as the audi ence goes crazy. Standing
ovati on.

Astrid killed it. Al the kids on stage give high-fives.
Astrid does not.

Astrid scans audi ence, slowy becom ng pani cked.
Eva watches with a | ook of concern.

Astrid begins to hyperventilate, her eyes searching
ever ywhere.

Eva, Maddy and Eric share a | ook and begin to make their way
to the aisle.

They arrive at the aisle, but Astrid is no | onger on stage.
She i s gone.

SONG ENDS/ MONTAGE COVPLETE.
Maria grabs Eva's shoul der. She has to yell to be heard.

MARI A
She ran backst age!

Eva, Maria and the kids run backstage but Astrid isn't there.
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Aaron and the Keatings run deeper into the back, calling out
as they go. Aaron carries Jack Fish.

MADDY
Astrid, where are you?

ERI C
Astrid!

Maddy and Eric turn around when they get to the back exit,
of fering Eva | ooks of concern.

Jayden, Rochelle and the rest of the extended famly arrive,
clearly concerned. The small back hallway of the church is
cranmed full of people.

JAYDEN
VWhat happened?

Eva just shakes her head. She is terrified.
EVA
| thought we were doing well- |
t hought things were...

Eva is holding her head in her hands. Aaron has arrived and
is standing at the back of the group.

MADDY
Aunt Eva?

Eva neets Maddy's eyes with tears in her own.

EVA
| didn't see it.
ERI C MADDY
VWhat ? VWhat ?
EVA

What's the last thing your dad said at
the end of every video?

Confusion shifts to shock and then pain on every face.
MADDY
(breathl ess)
She can't be alone right now W need
to find her.

Eva nods.

( CONTI NUED)



103.
CONTI NUED:  (5)

EVA
Il wll. | prom se.

Eva turns to | eave, but Bob places a hand on her shoul der.

BOB
Eva, stop for a mnute and take a | ook
ar ound.
EVA
| can't, | need to fix this, | need-
BOB

(strong/fatherly)
Look ar ound.

Eva is al nost hyperventilating. She stops to neet the eyes of
the gathered crowmd. Mdre than thirty brothers, sisters,
ni eces and nephews are all |ooking to her.

Real i zati on dons slowy as Eva takes a deep breath and nods
to the group.

EVA
Jayden, you check the house. She could
be there by now

JAYDEN
Onit.

Jayden darts out the back of the church

EVA
Rochel l e, you go to Bob and Mari as.

Rochell e nods and darts out with Leelee in tow.

EVA (CONT' D)
Bill, check the park around the
cor ner.
Bill darts out with two children in tow.
EVA (CONT' D)

Sarah and Ainee, if you both could
drive around and see if you can find
her wal ki ng.

Sarah and Al nee di sappear.
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BOB
"1l stay here in case she cones back
MARI A
And 1'I1 check the other playground on
Bat es.
Eva nods.
EVA

(to Maddy and Eric)
You two, conme with ne.
(to Aaron)
Can you drive?

AARON
Absol utely.

ERI C
Were are we goi ng?

Eva just stares at Maddy.
EXT. SIDE OF ROAD. NI GHT.

Astrid stands in the center of a busy intersection. Of to
the side is the nenorial that's risen up around the spot
where Jack and Em di ed. She stares at the tattered notes and
w t hered fl owers.

In the distance, hundreds of stars fall fromthe sky as the
wor |l d crunbl es into darkness. The Dread has conme and not hi ng
can stop it.

EVA
Astrid!

Astrid doesn't nove. A cars whizzes past, honking | oudly.
Astrid isn't trying to get hit, she just doesn't see the
cars. Expl osions of shadow are now com ng from every
direction as reality crunbles. Stars explode into the world
in the distance.

Eva and the kids sprint toward her as the world crunbles
behind them Aaron steps into traffic, waving his arnms to
stop the cars.

MADDY ERI C
Astrid! W' re com ng

FROM A Bl RDSEYE VI EWWE SEE THE WORLD AROUND THEM I S
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COVPLETELY DESTROYED. THE DREAD HAS CQOVE.
Al three are close now Astrid has her back to them

Eva, Maddy and Eric stunble to a stop, breathless. Eva pl aces
an arm around her shoul ders, turning her around.

EVA
We're here, baby. W're here.

Astrid | ooks up at her aunt. She trenbles as she speaks.

ASTRI D
They' re not com ng back. . .

Eva shakes her head her head "no."

EVA
No... they're not com ng back

THE WORLD AROGUND THEM | S GONE. THERE |'S ONLY BO LI NG
DARKNESS. THEY STAND I N THE ONLY THE SMALL POCL OF LI GHT
AROUND THE KEATI NGS.

ASTRI D
(tearfully)
The Dread is real.

Eric and Maddy drop to their knees beside their sister. Al
of the Keatings are huddl ed together.

EVA
Yes.

Eva is crying now Al of them are.

EVA CONT' D
But we're here. W're together, |'ve
got you.

Eva holds Astrid in the mddle of the road. Maddy joins them
and hugs Astrid and Eva, Eric also joins themas they al

cry.

THE CAMERA PULLS QUT.

Froma bird' s eye view we see the newy fornmed fam |y huddl ed
together. Cars are stopped and The Dread retreats.

Suddenly, light explodes fromthe four Keatings. Col orful
light shoots into the Dread, pushing it back. Fighting the
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dar kness.
EXT. LAKE. SUNSET.
TI TLE CARD: 1 YEAR LATER

CAMERA MOVES SLOALY ACROSS THE WATER OF A LAKE. THE SETTI NG
SUN REFLECTS ACROSS THE SURFACE PAI NTI NG THE WORLD I N MAG AL
LI GHT.

CAMERA LI FTS SLI GHTLY TO REVEAL BOB AND MARI A'S HOUSE. THE
ENTI RE EXTENDED FAM LY HAS ONCE AGAI N GATHERED AROUND A
FLI CKERI NG FI RE

WE APPROACH SLOALY. AS WE DRAW NEAR THE SOUNDS OF LAUGHTER
AND CHEERI NG BEG NS TO RI SE.

Astrid | eaps about, telling a story we can't quite hear.
Everyone cheers. Just behind her are Eric and Maddy. Eric
|l ooks a little older and Maddy has cut her hair. Al three
chil dren | ook happy.

Near by, Eva sits snuggled up with Aaron. They are obviously
in love. Cheers cone fromsone of the famly. Astrid scans
t he group.

ASTRI D
| choose. ..

Jayden | eaps up, his hand shooting into the air.

JAYDEN
On! Oh nme! Choose ne! |1've got a great
one! Pl ease, please, please! | promse
you will not regret this!

Col | ective groans escape from many nout hs as people begin to
shout .

"No, Astrid!"
“"Don't do it!"
"Think about it Astrid! This would be a huge m stake!"

Astrid | ooks past Jayden then turns to face her Aunt. She
sm | es.

ASTRI D
| choose, Aunt Eval
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Col | ective cheers conme fromthe famly as Jayden sits down in
defeat. Bob and Maria are truly happy as they watch.

Eva thinks a nonent. She smles at Astrid, then stands. Eva
waits, letting the dramatic pause build. Total silence
reigns. Her eyes sparkle with excitenent.

EVA CONT' D
The only way to get there was to
travel to the woods between the
wor | ds.
(beat)
And this neant they had to junp into
the enmeral d sea.

Eva doesn't hesitate. She turns and sprints across the short
expanse of lawn, up onto the pier and leaps into the frigid
| ake. As she | eaps, she screans...

Everyone just watches her.
For a | ong nonent nobody noves.

JAYDEN
| did not see that com ng.

Eric and Astrid share a | ook. As one, they sprint toward the
| ake, echoing her scream

Bob is the next to go, followed by Maria and the rest of

t hem Jayden and Maddy watch, a | ook of shock painting
Jayden's face. Many who junp yell out, "Al in!"™ Half of them
doi ng cannonbal I s and sending | arge spl ashes back onto the

pi er.

MADDY

(grinning)
She stol e your nove.

Jayden grins back then the two of themsprint onto the pier
and cannonbal |l into the |ake.

The bl ended fam |y splash about, |aughing happily in the
sunset .

CAMERA CONTI NUES MOVI NG THROUGH AN OPEN W NDOW AND | NTO THE
HOUSE. THREE FANTASY BOCOKS ARE ON THE END TABLE. THIS IS THE
TRILOGY EVA WROTE. ALL THREE ARE NYT BEST SELLERS. RESTI NG ON
A SIDE TABLE NEXT TO THE COUCH, JACK FI SH SW M5 HAPPI LY.

THE END.



